
▪ 

▪ 
▪ 

▪ 
▪ 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

'ri~~~ 
~ .... ~~~THE HUMANE SOCIETY 
~ ~~ OF THE UNITED STATES 

New Tethering Law in Effect July 1 

Enhancements of the "adequate shelter" definition (3.2-6500) will prohibit tethering in certain weather 

conditions and change the length required for a tether. 

Effective July Pt, 2020 dogs in Virginia cannot be tethered: 

During a heat advisory, a hurricane warning, tropical storm warning or a severe weather warning (e.g. 
winter storm, tornado etc.). 
When the outside temperature is 85 degrees Fahrenheit or higher or 32 degrees Fahrenheit or lower. 
An exception is provided if an animal control officer inspects an animal's individual circumstances and 
deems they are safe from predators and well-suited and well-equipped to tolerate the environment. 

Minimum tether lengths: 

Must be 15 feet or 4 times the length of the animal, whichever is greater. 
An exception is provided if an animal control officer inspects an animal's individual circumstances and 
determines that a shorter tether, of at least 10 feet or 3 times the length of the animal, makes the animal 
safer and better equipped to tolerate its environment than a longer tether. 

Additional statutory requirements for adequate shelter: 

Moisture-proof, wind-proof and of suitable size to accommodate the dog, allowing for freedom of 
movement, including the ability to stand, turn around and lie down with limbs outstretched. 
Durable material with a solid, moisture-proof floor. 
Must protect the dog from rain, sleet, snow and hail. 
Is not constructed of material that readily conducts heat or cold. 
During cold weather, has a windbreak at the entrance and contains suitable, clean bedding consisting of 
straw, cedar shavings, etc., to provide insulation and protection against cold and dampness. Blankets, 
rags, and other materials that retain moisture are not suitable. 
During warm weather, has natural or artificial shade large enough to accommodate the entire dog and 
provide protection from direct sunlight. 

The back of this flyer includes tips for assessing/documenting these cases. 
For more information and support, please contact: 

Ms. Kathy Strouse, Legislative Liaison, Virginia Animal Control Association: kathyjstrouse@yahoo.com 
Ms. Molly Arm us, Virginia State Director, The Humane Society of the United States: 

marmus@humanesociety.org 
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