At a Public Hearing of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors held in the

General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, February 19, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT


T. Wayne Birdsong



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly




Wayne M. Harrell





Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

George E. Morrison, III, Deputy County Administrator

Brenda H. Drew, Housing Programs Coordinator

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

ITEM 1.  CALL TO ORDER

The February 19, 2009 public hearing of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Fly.

ITEM 2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of the February 19, 2009 public hearing meeting agenda, as presented.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 3.  PUBLIC HEARING

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby enters public hearing to consider the following items: (1) Proposed Building Permit Fee Increase; and (2) Proposed Lease Agreement with the Sussex Historical Society.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 2(a).  PROPOSED BUILDING PERMIT FEE INCREASE

County Administrator Jones and Building Official Travis Luter provided background information regarding the proposed fee increase. Ms Jones stated the Traffic Impact Analysis fee is charged by VDOT. This is not a Sussex County fee. Mr. Luter explained the fees would bring the County’s fee schedule in line with surrounding localities and the State Code.
Traffic Impact Analysis -  $ 1,000 for projects generating over 100 vehicles per peak hour 



              $    500 for projects generating up to 100 vehicles per peak hour


	     SUSSEX COUNTY BUILDING PERMIT FEE PROPOSED CHANGES 

	Type of permit
	Existing Fee
	Proposed Fee

	Administrative cost for amendments, extensions, reinstatement, change of ownership/contractor change
	$30.00
	$40.00

	If an application for a permit is cancelled by written request to the Building Official within 6 months of the application date or within 12 months of the issue date, a refund will be granted.  The following fee will be deducted for the refund.
	1. Residential, commercial, and

    other related permits   30%

2. All other permits          20%
	30%

	Residential Dwelling including additions, and remodeling
	$0.12 per sq ft
	Base Fee plus $0.12 per sq ft

	Porches, decks, garages, carports, storage buildings, basements, churches, second and higher stories
	$0.10 per sq ft
	Base Fee plus $0.12 per sq ft

	Industrial buildings, schools, and commercial buildings
	$.012 per sq ft
	Base Fee plus $0.12 per sq ft

	 
	
	

	Single Wide
	$75.00
	Base Fee plus $0.12 per sq ft

	Double Wide
	$100.00
	Base Fee plus $0.12 per sq ft

	Triple Wide
	$150.00
	Base Fee plus $0.12 per sq ft

	 
	
	

	Fences around Pools and over 6' in height
	$20.00
	$40.00

	 
	
	

	Signs up to 10 sq ft in surface area, 20 sq ft for a double sided sign, the top of the sign being 10' or less from the ground 
	$25.00
	$60.00

	Signs more than 10 sq ft in surface area, 20 sq ft for a double sided sign, the top of the sign being more than 10' from the ground 
	$50.00
	$60.00

	 
	
	

	Demolition of a building or structure 
	$30.00
	$50.00

	 
	
	

	The fee for the erection or installation of a structure other than a building shall be calculated at rate of one percent or the actual cost of work.
	1%
	Re-title as retaining wall, pier, Tower, etc. and gave each of  them a separate permit fee

	Chimney
	$30.00
	$40.00

	Roof shingles, tin, cedar shakes, 
	$30.00
	$40.00

	Tanks, removal or installation (Underground or above ground
	
	

	             600 gallons and under
	$75.00
	$100.00

	             600gallons to 1,000 gallons
	$100.00
	$100.00

	            1,000 gallons and over
	$150.00
	$100.00

	Re-Inspection fee
	$30.00
	$50.00

	Permit Renewal
	$0.00
	$40.00

	Work performed without a permit fine
	$0.00
	$100.00

	 
	
	

	Tents (over 900 sq ft)
	$0.00
	$50.00

	 
	
	

	Elevator Permit (initial & annual re-certification)


	$0.00
	$50.00 

	 
	
	

	Gas piping
	$0.00
	$40.00

	Generators
	$0.00
	$75.00

	 
	
	

	Amusement Rides
	
	

	      Kiddie Ride
	$0.00
	$25.00

	     Circular ride or flat less than 20'
	$0.00
	$35.00

	     Spectacular Ride
	$0.00
	$55.00

	     Coaster
	$0.00
	$150.00

	 
	
	

	Retaining Wall, Towers, Pier
	$0.00
	$40.00

	 
	
	

	Electrical Upgrade and the re-location of service equipment 
	$0.00
	$50.00

	Temporary Electric Pole (TEP)
	$0.00
	$40.00

	Early meter release not a part of any other inspection
	$0.00
	$40.00

	Connections and Outlets
	$0.00
	$40.00

	 
	
	

	Commercial Plan Review
	$0.00
	$250.00

	 
	
	

	Appeals Fee
	$0.00
	$500.00

	 
	
	

	Public Service Request/Staff Research/FOIA Fee
	$0.00
	Actual administrative cost based on number of hours to provide information with a one hour minimum

	Change of Occupancy 
	$0.00
	$40.00


ITEM 2(b).  Proposed Lease Agreement with Sussex County Historical Society

County Administrator Jones provided a brief overview of the proposed memorandum of understanding which reads as follows: 

This Memorandum of Understanding is made this _____day of ________, 2009.  The parties involved are SUSSEX COUNTY, VIRGINIA, a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia (hereinafter referred to as “County”), located at Post Office Box 1397, 20233 Thornton Square, Sussex, Virginia 23884 and the SUSSEX COUNTY VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization duly recog-nized by the Internal Revenue Service (the “Society”), located  at Post Office Box 1361, Sussex, Virginia 23884.

I.  PURPOSE

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is for the parties herein to immediately enter into a long term partnership for the preservation of the Sussex County Historic Courthouse Building (the “Building”) and to describe a working agreement between the parties for the establishment of a lease and maintenance agreement for the Society, eventually assuming a tenancy and occupancy of the Sussex County Historic Courthouse for the public purpose of providing a permanent display of the history of Sussex County and to allow all segments of the public to have a central educational teaching and learning center for the generations of Sussex County citizens and other individuals now and in the future.  This Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated at any time by either party, provided such termination notice is in writing, with cause, providing ninety (90) days notice for relocation of Society property. It may also be modified at any time by joint agreement in writing between the parties.

Because the parties herein intend to maintain an open, collaborative and cooperative working relationship, the parties agree to the following points with respect to the previously stated and previously designated Sussex Historic Courthouse building.

II. PROCEDURE FOR EFFECTUATION OF LEASING AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

This Memorandum of Understanding sets forth a process that Sussex County and the Society agree to follow.

1. The Historical Courthouse building is presently serving as a facility housing important governmental and public safety offices and work areas to enable the County to perform its mandated duties and responsibilities for the health, safety and welfare of the County’s citizens and suitable and adequate replacement facilities must be secured prior to any leasing and maintenance agreement with the Historical Society being effectuated. 

2. The Society, during the interim period herein, shall make all reasonable efforts to identify and secure governmental, charitable grants and monetary contributions from corporate, business and individual contributors and other funding sources for needed restoration of the building.

3. Consistent with the recommendations of the Board of Supervisors’ Building and Grounds Committee, with the advice and participation of the Society and thereafter confirmed by the entire Board of Supervisors, all professional consultants, plans and specifications must be approved by the Board of Supervisors.  After necessary preliminary planning and feasibility studies and evaluations have  been completed by the Society, a proposed schedule for restoration and  construction, including funding options, shall be provided to the Board of Supervisors for review and approval.

4. During the feasibility study for uses, renovations and restoration of the building, consideration will be given to the Society for the use of portions of the building for meetings, museum, welcome/tourist center, research library for genealogy research, and other public purposes.

III.     PROCESS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

5. The lease and maintenance agreement is envisioned to cover the historic two story portion of the Courthouse (the “Building”).  However, the Board of Supervisors, may upon the request of the County Administrator or a Board of Supervisors member, after consultation with the Society, prior to the leasing of the entire two story portion of the Historic Courthouse lease a designated portion of the Historic Courthouse to the Historical Society or allow specified access and specified use privileges to the Society for public historical events  and society meetings and tours and other public activities of the Historical Society.

6. The County envisions being responsible for the structural concepts of main-taining the building and the Society envisions that they will be responsible for ongoing wear and tear and day to day maintenance and operation of said building.  The County would reserve the right to enter said building at any time for any inspection of the said building or any public or emergency circumstance which may arise.

7. The County would continue to pay utilities and insurance on the building. Property and liability insurance would be paid by the County.  However, should the County determine, in consultation with the Historical Society, that sufficient monetary funds have become available to the Society to assume payment of the utilities and insurance on the building, the Society agrees to reimburse the County, in whole or part to be determined by the County.

8. It is envisioned that the lease would be for the office term of the Board of Supervisors entering into the envisioned agreement during which time the Society would have an ongoing and mandated responsibility to continuously seek and evaluate funding options (private, public or joint private and public) for additional restoration of the exterior of the building and its ongoing historical integrity.  It is further envisioned that the lease would be renewable for the four (4) year office term of any sitting Board of Supervisors or any lesser term of the then elected Board of Supervisors. The initial lease would be for ten (10) years.

9. The approval of the County Administrator would be required for any sublease, by the Society, of more than 24 hours.  The lease statement would require payments of one ($1.00) dollar per year.

10. A public hearing on the proposed lease agreement, as may then be required under the Code of Virginia, shall be properly advertised and conducted prior to the execution of any lease and maintenance agreement by the Board of Supervisors.

IV.   LEGAL EFFECT

Nothing in the Memorandum of Understanding is intended to diminish or otherwise affect the author of the County to implement its statutory functions, nor is it intended to create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural enforceable at law by the Society against Sussex County or its agencies, its officers, or any other person.  This Memorandum of Understanding is effective upon signature by both parties.

____________________________                                 ______________________/2009

Mary E. Jones                                                                             Effective Date

[Sussex County Administrator]

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE SUSSEX COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

____________________________                              _______________________/2009

Robert T. Thornton, Jr.                                                                 Effective Date

[President]

PUBLIC COMMENT

Comments were heard from Mr. Bob Thornton, President of the Sussex Historical Society. 

ITEM 4. RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby returns to regular session; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors will take action on the aforementioned public hearing items during the regular meeting.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, February 19, 2009, 7:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT


T. Wayne Birdsong



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly




Wayne M. Harrell





Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

George E. Morrison, III, Deputy County Administrator

Brenda H. Drew, Housing Programs Coordinator

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

ITEM 1.  CALL TO ORDER/INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Fly called the regular meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors to order; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Birdsong; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

ITEM 2. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the February 19, 2009 agenda of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved with the following amendments: (1) County Administrator’s Report Add as Item #7, County Personnel Policy, -New Hires; Add Item 9, Fiscal Year 2009/2010 Budget Schedule;(2) New Business, add Item b, Building and Grounds Committee / Office Space; add Item c, Computer Policy; add Item d, County Attorney Contract; (3) Under New Business, add Item e, Butler Towing Company Request; delete Item a, Local Choice Health Benefits Program; (7) Sheriff’s Department report, delete Item 2, Piedmont Regional Jail Information and (8) Standing Reports, add Item 1, Citizens’ Comments for Public Hearing Items.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 3. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Consent Agenda for the February 19, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved, inclusive of the following: (1) Approval of Minutes of the January 15, 30, and 31, 2009 minutes; (2) Approval of Warrants and Vouchers in the amount of $372,881.36 and payroll deduction checks in the amount of $139,356.10; (3) Approval of Appropriations (a) Virginia Employment Commission, Invoice #1890204 in the amount of $1,338.88 and (b) Waverly Particle Board Refund in the amount of $26,113.86.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 4. STANDING REPORTS

ITEM 4(1). PUBLIC COMMENT (regarding Public Hearing Item carried over this date)

Comments regarding the proposed building permit fee increase were heard from: (1) Ms. Debra Turck, Blackwater District, Mrs. Ora Briggs, Stony Creek District, Mr. Otto Wachsmann, Courthouse District.

There were no comments made regarding the proposed Memorandum of Agreement between the County of Sussex and the Sussex Historical Society.

ITEM 4(2). ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby defers action on the proposed building permit fee increase until the March 19, 2009 Board meeting.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Tyler

Voting nay: Supervisor Parker

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves and agrees to this Memorandum of Understanding made this 20th day of February, 2009.  The parties involved are SUSSEX COUNTY, VIRGINIA, a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia (hereinafter referred to as “County”), located at Post Office Box 1397, 20233 Thornton Square, Sussex, Virginia 23884 and the SUSSEX COUNTY VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization duly recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (the “Society”), located  at Post Office Box 1361, Sussex, Virginia 23884.

I.  PURPOSE

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is for the parties herein to immediately enter into a long term partnership for the preservation of the Sussex County Historic Courthouse Building (the “Building”) and to describe a working agreement between the parties for the establishment of a lease and maintenance agreement for the Society, eventually assuming a tenancy and occupancy of the Sussex County Historic Courthouse for the public purpose of providing a permanent display of the history of Sussex County and to allow all segments of the public to have a central educational teaching and learning center for the generations of Sussex County citizens and other individuals now and in the future.  This Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated at any time by either party, provided such termination notice is in writing, with cause, providing ninety (90) days notice for relocation of Society property. It may also be modified at any time by joint agreement in writing between the parties.

Because the parties herein intend to maintain an open, collaborative and cooperative working relationship, the parties agree to the following points with respect to the previously stated and previously designated Sussex Historical Courthouse building.

II. PROCEDURE FOR EFFECTUATION OF LEASING AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

This Memorandum of Understanding sets forth a process that Sussex County and the Society agree to follow.

11. The Historical Courthouse building is presently serving as a facility housing important governmental and public safety offices and work areas to enable the County to perform its mandated duties and responsibilities for the health, safety and welfare of the County’s citizens and suitable and adequate replacement facilities must be secured prior to any leasing and maintenance agreement with the Historical Society being effectuated. 

12. The Society, during the interim period herein, shall make all reasonable efforts to identify and secure governmental, charitable grants and monetary contributions from corporate, business and individual contributors and other funding sources for needed restoration of the building.

13. Consistent with the recommendations of the Board of Supervisors’ Building and Grounds Committee, with the advice and participation of the Society and thereafter confirmed by the entire Board of Supervisors, all professional consultants, plans and specifications must be approved by the Board of Supervisors.  After necessary preliminary planning and feasibility studies and evaluations have  been completed by the Society, a proposed schedule for restoration and  construction, including funding options, shall be provided to the Board of Supervisors for review and approval.

14. During the feasibility study for uses, renovations and restoration of the building, consideration will be given to the Society for the use of portions of the building for meetings, museum, welcome/tourist center, research library for genealogy research, and other public purposes.

III.     PROCESS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

15. The lease and maintenance agreement is envisioned to cover the historic two story portion of the Courthouse (the “Building”).  However, the Board of Supervisors, may upon the request of the County Administrator or a Board of Supervisors member, after consultation with the Society, prior to the leasing of the entire two story portion of the Historic Courthouse, lease a designated portion of the Historic Courthouse to the Historical Society or allow specified access and specified use privileges to the Society for public historical events  and society meetings and tours and other public activities of the Historical Society.

16. The County envisions being responsible for the structural concepts of main-taining the building and the Society envisions that they will be responsible for ongoing wear and tear and day to day maintenance and operation of said building.  The County would reserve the right to enter said building at any time for any inspection of the said building or any public or emergency circumstance which may arise.

17. The County would continue to pay utilities and insurance on the building. Property and liability insurance would be paid by the County.  However, should the County determine, in consultation with the Historical Society, that sufficient monetary funds have become available to the Society to assume payment of the utilities and insurance on the building, the Society agrees to reimburse the County, in whole or part to be determined by the County.

18. It is envisioned that the lease would be for the office term of the Board of Supervisors entering into the envisioned agreement during which time the Society would have an ongoing and mandated responsibility to continuously seek and evaluate funding options (private, public or joint private and public) for additional restoration of the exterior of the building and its ongoing historical integrity.  It is further envisioned that the lease would be renewable for the four (4) year office term of any sitting Board of Supervisors or any lesser term of the then elected Board of Supervisors. The initial lease would be for ten (10) years.

19. The approval of the County Administrator would be required for any sublease, by the Society, of more than 24 hours.  The lease statement would require payments of one ($1.00) dollar per year.

20. A public hearing on the proposed lease agreement, as may then be required under the Code of Virginia, shall be properly advertised and conducted prior to the execution of any lease and maintenance agreement by the Board of Supervisors.

IV.   LEGAL EFFECT

Nothing in the Memorandum of Understanding is intended to diminish or otherwise affect the author of the County to implement its statutory functions, nor is it intended to create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural enforceable at law by the Society against Sussex County or its agencies, its officers, or any other person. This Memorandum of Understanding is effective upon signature by both parties.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 4(a). HEALTH DEPARTMENT - absent

ITEM 4(b). HIGHWAYS, STREETS & ROADS

Mr. William Richardson, Assistant Residency Administrator, Waverly Residency of the Virginia Department of Transportation, provided the Board with a copy of revised Six Year Plan.  
ITEM 4(c).  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
1. Report by Mr. David Tillar, Chief Magistrate, Sixth Judicial District: Mr. Tillar addressed the Board and advised them of the changes in the Magistrates’ System that took effect July 1, 2008. The Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court now makes the appointments.  There is one magistrate that serves Sussex County, but there are satellite offices at Riverside Regional and Southside Regional Jails.  Magistrates now must have a four year degree and the chief magistrate must be a member of the bar association.  (A listing of the districts was provided by Mr. Tillar and a copy is retained in the February 19, 2009 Board packet).

2. Annual Financial Report, Robinson Farmer Cox Associates – Mr. Paul H. Lee, CPA, addressed the Board and provided a copy of the Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 3008. (A copy of the report is retained in the February 19, 2009 Board packet.  

3. 2009-2010 Local Government Challenge Grant – County Administrator Jones advised that a copy of the application is enclosed in the Board packet.  The Miles B. Carpenter Museum and Wakefield Foundation are the recipients of the grant.  The requested amount from the Virginia Commission on Arts is $5,000.00 and the local match is $5,000.00.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors authorizes staff to apply for a Local Government Challenge Grant on behalf of the Miles B. Carpenter Museum and the Wakefield Foundation, and subject to approval, to fund both entities in equal amounts of $5,000.00.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

4. Board Retreat Report I – County Administrator Jones advised that a copy of the Summary Notes of the January 30-31, 2009 Board retreat is retained in the Board packet for review.

5. Federal Stimulus Package – Deputy County Administrator, Mr. George Morrison provided the following information on the economic stimulus package:

An Economic Stimulus Bill was signed by President Barack Obama, in Denver, Colorado on Tuesday, February 17, 2009, for $787 billion. 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is a nationwide effort to create jobs, jumpstart growth and transform our economy to compete in the 21st century.  The Stimulus package will create or save 3.5 million jobs over the next two years.  It is estimated that in the Commonwealth of Virginia alone - some 93,000 jobs will be created or saved and on a more personal note – some 7,800 jobs are projected for the 2nd Congressional District.  

The Commonwealth of Virginia is estimated to receive $4.6 billion – apportioned in the following categories and amounts:

· Aid for State Budget Shortfalls - $1.2 billion

· Medicaid - $1.5 billion

· Transportation and Infrastructure - $890.6 million

· Education Grants for Disadvantaged (directly to local districts) - $155.4 million

· Educational Technology - $10.3 million

· Education Head Start - $11.2 million

· Child Care - $37.9 million

· Employment and Training - $40 million

· Food Stamps - $355.8 million

· Elderly Nutrition - $3 million

· Homeless Assistance - $1million

Sources: Congressional Research Service, from House Education and Labor Committee


  Federal Funds Information for States

        
  House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee

   
  Senate Appropriations Committee

For Your Information: The Commonwealth of Virginia has established the Stimulus website at http://Stimulus.Virginia.gov. This website was unveiled on February 10, 2009 and was developed for citizens, groups, localities, and others to use to share project proposals for funding from the federal stimulus package.  I have registered Sussex County and will be ready to submit projects for consideration as soon as I am provided direction.

There have been many questions as to how these funds will be distributed and as best as I can gather, the majority will be handled through the “typical” state agencies that have always handled their respective federal appropriations. Other allocations will be made directly to various agencies from the Federal Government. 

 $120 billion is being allocated to “shovel-ready” infrastructure projects, in such sectors as transportation, road-building, improving the power grid and renewable energy installations.  

“Shovel-ready” is being defined as:

· The project meets the normal eligibility requirements under the existing Federal highway, transit, or other grant program.

· The project has completed all necessary design work and right-of-way acquisition.

· The project has completed all environmental reviews.  If the project would result in significant environmental effects, the Federal agency must have issued an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Record of Decision determining that the project complies with environmental laws.  As part of this environmental review process, project sponsors must have had public hearings to consider the transportation, environmental, community, and other effects of proposed projects.  As part of the EIS Record of Decision, project sponsors must also have environmental mitigation plans ready to incorporate into the project design.

· The project is on the State plan (State Transportation Improvement Program”) and, if applicable, Metropolitan plan (“Transportation Improvement Program”).

· The project is ready to be put out to bid, and contractors can be awarded and work underway within 90 days of enactment.

Due to this aggressive timeline, it is anticipated that much of the funding will go to repair and maintenance activities, rather than new construction.

6. Industrial Parks Status Report – County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their packet is a status report and proposal from Townes Consulting Engineers, regarding the 460 Industrial Park.  

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes staff to proceed with the 460 Industrial Park Project, with Townes as the consulting engineers.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

7. County Personnel Policy – Supervisor Birdsong recommended that the policy be revised to have the board approve the hiring of all future employees.

County Administrator Jones recommended that the Board of Supervisors adopt the proposed Personnel Policy.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR TYLER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves the personnel policy and will amend as needed. 

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

8. Outlying Landing Field Status Report – County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet is a status report from Kutak Rock, LLP.  In addition County Administrator Jones reported that the community meeting held at Bethlehem Baptist Church on February 5, 2009 was well attended. She informed the Board that Mrs. Helen Harrell, organizer of the February 5th meeting is in attendance at tonight’s meeting. A revised budget on this project should be forthcoming soon.

9. Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Budget – Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance, provided budget information to the Board as well as the proposed budget schedule. He advised that the first budget meeting is Thursday, March 5, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. (A copy of Mr. Whitaker’s report is retained in the February 19, 2009 Board packet).  

ITEM 4(d).  TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Onnie Woodruff, reported that the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County at the close of business January 31, 2009 was $25,505,286.88.  He also provided recommendations to stabilize and analyze the fiscal impact of the economy on the government of Sussex County for FY 2009 and FY 2010 and 09/10 budget Tax Estimates at current rates for property tax levy; and current budget and possible estimated projections and balances for FYE 2009.  (Copies of the Treasurer’s documents are retained in the February 19, 2009 Board packet).  

ITEM 4(e).  COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE – absent

ITEM 4(f).  SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – absent

1. Mutual Aid Agreement – County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their Board packet is a copy of a proposed Mutual Aid Agreement for Law Enforcement Services for the Town of Jarratt.  

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby recognizes that the Town of Jarratt is located partly in Sussex County, Virginia and partly in Greensville County, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the Town and Counties have negotiated terms of a Mutual Aid Agreement, dated December 12, 2008, under which each locality is authorized and empowered to provide law enforcement services within the other jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the governing body for each locality has agreed to authorize the signing of said Mutual Aid Agreement on its behalf.

IT IS ACCORDINGLY, HEREBY RESOLVED that the Chairman, Vice Chairman or County Administrator, each of whom is hereby authorized to act independently, shall execute and deliver three (3) originals of the Mutual Aid Agreement on behalf of the County.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 4(g).  SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS  - no report

Supervisor Tyler recommended that staff arrange a meeting with the members of the Board of Supervisors and the School Board, to discuss the elementary school(s) project.

ITEM 4(h). DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Director of Social Services, Ms Chequila H. Fields, advised that included in the Board packet is information on the Virginia Department for the Aging Respite Care Grant.  The goals are to renovate and expand services at the Jarratt Senior Citizens’ Center; to offer on site and/or in home care giver respite services for five (5) to seven (7) individuals, families or designees who have taken on the role of care givers.  In FY 2010, companion services offered though the Sussex County Adult Care Services will end for care givers due to budget cuts mandated through our state and local governments.  

Respite services will offer opportunities for persons with dementia and various debilitating circumstances a chance to engage in a program of meaningful social and recreational activities in a secure and supportive setting, in order to maximize their cognitive and social abilities. The projected cost of renovations for the project is $25,000.00.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves the Virginia Respite Care Grant as presented by Sussex County Department of Social Services staff; and

WHEREAS, the projected cost of the renovations is $25,000.00 and the primary contributor of the mandated 50% match of cash and in kind funds is Sussex County Department of Social Services, with a minimum of 25% cash match;  and,

WHEREAS, this funding is being requested to renovate existing space at the Jarratt Senior Citizen’s Center to accommodate one additional unisex handicap accessible restroom in order to provide respite care for five (5) non-ambulatory consumers.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 4(i). COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
County Attorney Thompson reported that he is continuing to serve as bond counsel for the County and advised that he does not accept the 1% fee, thus resulting in a cost savings. Mr. Thompson also reported that computer policy has been prepared. 
ITEM 5 CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Comments were heard from the following citizens:

1) Mrs. Anne Joyner, Courthouse District, spoke regarding Animal Pound issues. She also provided the Board with a copy of information on dog bedding. The cost of is $1,047.50. 

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of the purchase of twenty-two (22) 35” x 23” 40 ounce vinyl royal blue dog beds in the amount of $979.00 and four (4) 40” x 25” 40 ounce vinyl royal blue poly resin dog beds in the amount of $186.00, from Kuranda USA, 798 Cromwell Park Drive, Suite B, Glen Burnie MD 21061.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

2) Debra Turck, Blackwater District, spoke regarding Animal Pound issues. Information was distributed on a newly organized citizens animal care organization.
3) Linda Claylon, Waverly District, spoke regarding Animal Pound issues

4) Cheryl West, Wakefield District, spoke regarding Animal Pound issues

5) Margaret Milligan, spoke regarding Animal Pound issues

6) Randy Covington, spoke about hunters and the disposal of animal carcasses; federal stimulus package; school construction project; and County industrial parks

7) Ora Briggs, Stony Creek, spoke about the elementary school project

8) Rodney Garrett, Henry District 

9) Eddie Morris, Courthouse District, advised that the sign at Beaverdam Road is down

ITEM 6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(a)  Elementary School Update
The County Administrator was asked meet with the Superintendent of Schools and schedule a meeting with the members of the Board of Supervisors and School Board.

(b)  Agreement of Lease with the Town of Wakefield

This item was tabled.

ITEM 7. NEW BUSINESS
(a) Building and Grounds Committee Report – deferred until March 19th meeting.

(b) Request From Butler’s Towing Company – County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their late agenda packet is correspondence from Mr. Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning. . Mr. Chase Boykins, owner of Butler Towing Company, is requesting permission to place a business sign at 4904 Beaverdam Road. Item #5 of Conditional Use Permit #2007-01, states “No business signs shall be permitted on the subject property.” The CUP must be amended. A public hearing has been scheduled for Thursday, March 12, 2009. 

Mr. Thompson advised the Board that this item be included in the Close Session under legal matters.
ITEM 8. CLOSED SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall enter Closed Session, for Personnel Matters, Legal Matters and Contracts, applicable Code Sections 2.2-3711(A)(1); 2.2.3711(A)7) and 2.2-3711.(30), respectively.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 9.  RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by Sussex County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the Closed Meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Sussex County Board of Supervisors.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ITEM 10. RECESS

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until Thursday, March 5, 2009, 6:30 p.m. 

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

