At a Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
Held in the General District Courtroom at Sussex Judicial Center

15098 Courthouse Road, Sussex VA  on
Thursday, May 28, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



T. Wayne Birdsong



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT



C. Eric Fly

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

George E. Morrison, III, Deputy County Administrator

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Eddie T. Vick, Public Safety Coordinator

W. Travis Luter, Building Official

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

ITEM 1 - CALL TO ORDER
The May 28, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Vice Chairman Tyler; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Birdsong.
ITEM 2 - ADOPTION OF AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the agenda of the May 28, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adopted with one addition: Add 7A, Request From Sussex Central Parent Teacher Student Association.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 3 - RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING HONOR STUDENTS

County Administrator Jones advised that included in the Board packet is a copy of a resolution recognizing the 2009 Honor Students.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that on June 5, 2009, Sussex Central High School will hold its forty-eight (48th) commencement exercises; and

WHEREAS, the ninety (90) students of the Class of 2009 are to be congratulated for their achievements and are urged to continue along the path of academic progression and professional development; and,

WHEREAS, a special recognition is given to fifteen (15) students who have maintained an overall grade point average of 3.0 or better and will graduate as Honor Students.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that (NAME OF STUDENT) is encouraged to continue the pursuit of excellence and high achievement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be spread upon the Minutes Book of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors May 28, 2009 meeting and presented to said graduate.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 4 - PUBLIC HEARING
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby enter Public Hearing to consider the Budget and Laying of the Levy for Fiscal Year 2010.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 5 – PUBLIC COMMENT
Comments were heard from:

· Mr. Fred Turck (Blackwater District) spoke about the mandated forestry rate increasing from seven cents to nine cents.  Sussex County may see an increase to $17,000.00.
(Director of Finance, Jerry Whitaker, will research this and advise the Board and make the necessary budgetary adjustments).

· Mrs. Ora Briggs (Stony Creek District) asked what amount of money has been included in the budget for the elementary school project.

(Director of Finance, Jerry L. Whitaker, advised that $600,000.00 has been included in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget).
ITEM 6 – RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby returns to regular session.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 7 - RECOMMENDATION – PURCHASE OF AMBULANCES

County Administrator Jones advised that at the May 21, 2009 meeting, questions were asked regarding the purchase of two ambulances from a non-governmental contractor as to whether this would be in compliance with the Virginia Public Procurement statute. After consultation with Mr. Henry A. Thompson, County Attorney, and a review of the Virginia Public Procurement Act, the recommendation is that the purchase of the two ambulances must follow the Virginia Public Procurement Act (VPPA).  Factors looked at in making this determination include:

(a) The Emergency Exception: The Virginia Public Procurement Act provides exceptions in the case of emergencies. “In case of emergency, a contract may be awarded without competitive sealed bidding or competitive negotiation; however, such procurement shall be made with such competition as is practicable under the circumstances,” Virginia Code Ann. Subsection 2.2.4304.

Is there a clear and present danger, given the condition of the present ambulances to the health, safety and welfare of county citizens due to a reasonable certainty that ambulatory care and transportation of citizens are presently in jeopardy given the condition of the ambulances now available to the rescue squads? Each squad has an ambulance that can continue service.

(b) The Practicality Exception: Upon a determination in writing that there is only one source practicably available for that which is to be procured, a contract may be negotiated and awarded to that source without competitive sealed bidding or competitive negotiation. The writing must document the basis for this determination. The public body shall issue a written notice stating that only one source was determined to be practicably available and identifying that which is being procured, the contractor selected, and the date on which the contract was or will be awarded. This notice shall be posted in a designated public area or published in a newspaper of general circulation on the day the public body awards or announces its decision to award the contract, whichever occurs first. VA. Code Ann. Subsection 2.2.4303(2).
There is more than one vendor that can supply the needed product. 

Discussion also was held regarding the grant period and availability of funding. Mr. Vick contacted the state funding agency and the information provided was that an extension can be requested or the County can present an invoice with VINs to retain the funding.

The recommendation is to let an Invitation For Bid/Request For Proposal for both ambulances.

Time frame for the preparation and letting of the Invitation To Bid/Request For Proposal:

June 26            Completion of the Invitation For Bid/Request For Proposal

June 29            Approval by State of Specifications

July 1               Advertise Invitation To Bid/Request For Proposal         

July 31             Deadline for responses

August 20        Recommendation to Board of Supervisors

August 31        Sign contract

September, October, November, December   Manufacture/Delivery January  

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes staff to proceed with the Invitation For Bid for both ambulances and follow the Virginia Procurement Act.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 7A – SUSSEX CENTRAL PTSA
Supervisor Birdsong advised that the Sussex Central Parent Teacher Student Associ-ation (PTSA) is an organization that encourages students to remain in school and further their education. The group will be promoting mentoring and tutoring opportunities for students who have been identified as possible drop out risks.  The PTSA has been in existence for two years and during that time, the organization has been able to award nine (9) scholarships to graduates who academically are able to move on to higher education, but do not have the finances to continue their studies. The PTSA is in the process of applying to the Cameron Foundation for a grant, and if awarded, will assist them in their efforts. The letters of support are the the Cameron Foundation.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby supports the efforts of the Sussex Central Parent Teacher Student Association, in its application to the Cameron Foundation in the amount of $20,000.00
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 9 – RECESS
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the May 28, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until Thursday, June 4, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Fly

