At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
Held in the General District Courtroom at Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, June 21, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.


William J. Collins, Jr.



C. Eric Fly



Wayne M. Harrell



Alice W. Jones



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The June 21, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Tyler; the Invocation was offered by County Administrator Jones.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the regular agenda of the June 21, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved with the addition of Item 6d under Unfinished Business, Dominion Virginia Transmission Line Update and Item 9 under County Administrator’s report, NACo Bus Tour.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the consent agenda of the June 21, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved, to include: (1) Approval of the minutes of the May 17, 2007 meeting and (2) Warrants and Vouchers in the amount of $658,869.48 and Payroll Deduction Checks in the amount of $130,912.02. 

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

STANDING REPORTS
Health Department

Ms. Lori Deprisco addressed the Board. She advised that Ms. Jennifer Blount is the new regional sanitarian (replacing Mr. A. Lee Allen who retired); Ms. Deprisco is now the senior nurse and Ms. Beverly McGary has been hired as a public health nurse.
Highways, Streets & Roads

Mr. MacFarland Neblett, Waverly Residency Administrator of the Virginia Department of Transportation reported the following:

· Paving on Route 40 near the bridge at the Sussex-Surry County line has been completed.

· Route 621 (Harrell’s Mill Pond Road) is currently being paved as a part of the Rural Rustic Road Program.

· Route 636 (Booker Road) paving has been completed as part of the Rural Rustic Road Program.

· Repair of sink holes on Route 35 was complete on June 20, 2007.

· Mowing on secondary roads is continuing.

· Review of the 460 Independent Review Panel was provided.
Supervisor Fly requested that “Children At Play” signs be placed on Club Drive in Wakefield.

Supervisor Collins advised that the Sussex Service Authority Board of Directors recently discussed the inspection of sewer pipes on Club Drive in Wakefield.

Chairman Tyler requested that signs to lower the speed limit be placed on Mangum Lane in Jarratt.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS and carried: RESOLVED that Section 33.1-1210.1 of the Code of Virginia, concerns installation and maintenance of signs alerting motorists that children may be at play nearby; and

WHEREAS, citizens residing on Route 736 (Mangum Lane) in Sussex County have requested “Watch For Children” signs.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors requests that “Watch For Children” signs be erected on Route 736 (Mangum Lane) in Sussex County. Funding for the installation of these signs shall be out of the Secondary System Construction allocation for Sussex County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Residency Administrator of the Waverly Office of the Virginia Department of Transportation.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler
Voting nay: none

Supervisor Harrell asked if work on Route 603 would be finished this year.  Mr. Neblett stated that he will check on the status.

County Administrator’s Report
Deputy County Administrator Brown advised that the Southside Area Chapter of the Red Cross held their Annual Meeting on June 20th.  At the meeting, a certificate was awarded to Sussex County for their contribution to the Red Cross.  Ms. Brown presented the certificate to Chairman Tyler.

Chief Walt “Red Hawk’ Brown’s Request
County Administrator Jones introduced Chief Walt “Red Hawk” Brown of the Cheroenhaka/Nottaway Indian Tribe.

Chief Brown requested that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors participate in sponsoring the POW WOW planned for September 28-30, 2007 at the Airfield 4-H Conference Center. He advised that the approximate cost will be $4,000.  The cost for the 4-H Center is $1,931.00 and he requested that the Board consider co-sponsoring this event.
Request For Proposal #2007-02 – Professional and Planning Services for Two Industrial Parks

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet is a copy of the request for proposals advertised by Sussex for consulting services to assist the County in its development of industrial properties owned by the County. Eight firms submitted responses to the County on Monday, June 11, 2007. The firms were:

 Bury + Partners                           Clark Nexsen

          
   
MMM Design Group                    Timmons Group

           
  
Giffels, Inc.                        
     Dewberry

             
Townes                                         Wiley & Wilson

The following evaluation factors were included in the RFP:

1. General background of the firm, available resources, and range of services.

2. Qualifications and resumes of the proposed Project Manager(s) and other key personnel that would most likely be assigned.

3. Experience of the firm with similar general engineering contracts.

4. Quality and relevance of at least four references on recent related projects.

5. Accessibility and response time to County needs and requests.

Under the Selection Procedure in the RFP, the firms were told that mere repetition of tasks taken from the Scope of Services cannot be considered responsive to the RFP. The offeror must show an understanding of the significance of each task. Following evaluation of the written proposals as submitted, the Evaluation Committee shall engage in individual discussions with two or more offerors deemed fully qualified, responsible and suitable on the basis of the written proposals and with emphasis on the professional competence to provide the required services.

Staff recommends the following steps for evaluation, interviewing and selection of the firm:

a. Ranking of firms by staff (Jacqueline M. Brown, Deputy County Administrator, Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning, Jerry Whitaker, Director of Finance, Robert Gunnell, Executive Director, Sussex Service Authority and Moses Clements, Greensville Water and Sewer Authority.

b. Interview Panel should consist of the following: Chairman of the Board of Supervisors and/or another Board member, County Administrator, Renee Wyatt, Executive Director, Virginia’s Gateway Region, Representative, Virginia Economic Development Partnership and Robert Gunnell, Executive Director, Sussex Service Authority. Gateway and VEDP have expressed an interest and offered assistance in the County’s selection process for its engineering firm.

c. Recommendation of firm to the Board of Supervisors

Supervisor Fly recommended that a local business person serve on the interview panel. Chairman Tyler requested that the Board members submit names to the County Administrator within the next week.
460 Independent Review Panel Report

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that the Independent Review Panel is in the process of preparing its final recommendations for presentation to the Commonwealth Transportation Board in July. Mr. Alan Witt, Chair of the IRP is also a member of the Commonwealth Transportation Board and will make the report. (Four members of the IRP are members of the Commonwealth Transportation Board). All three proposals are being submitted to the Commonwealth Transportation Board as meeting the minimum standards of the request for conceptual proposals. There are additional recommendations being made by the IRP for consideration by the Transportation Board and VDOT staff. 

These recommendations include but not limited to the re-evaluation of the interchanges (criteria for determining whether to build or not build), moving of interchanges, moving of certain sections of the proposed corridor, construction standards for the road crossing of waterways, etc. At some point, the recommendations will be placed on VDOT’s web site. 

All three proposals were different but met the minimum standards. However, in the proposals, plans for financing of the road were all very different. There will be a deficit of $50 million annually. (There is no identified source of consistent public money to go with this project). The Governor has identified this road as a state facility, important to the Hampton Roads Port expansion, hurricane evacuation route, etc. 

As part of the Governor’s transportation bill, the communities in Hampton Roads are being required to form a Hampton Roads Transportation Authority and all revenue dollars will go to the 460 Project up to Zuni. This has not happened yet. Crater Planning District does not have this special taxing authority and it is doubtful that this area will receive this authority primarily due to lack of population and revenues. 
It is being suggested that the elected officials including the General Assembly members, and the U.S. Congressional offices from the localities along the 460 Corridor particularly Prince George, Sussex, Southampton, Isle of Wight, Suffolk and the towns meet to discuss the recommendations of the Panel. The major concern is that the interchanges will be delayed. The interchanges with projected lower usage will be delayed. If this is the case, Sussex County may not have any interchanges or only one. Other low usage areas may not have interchanges. 

Staff recommends the holding of the meeting at the Virginia Diner or the Airfield 4-H Conference Center. The next meeting for the Commonwealth Transportation Board is in July.  

The Board suggested that a meeting with the Governor be scheduled to further discuss the impacts of the Route 460 Study.

End of the Year Fiscal Report

Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance provided the following report:

Summary

The estimated general fund revenues for the year are projected to be $1,768,000 over budgeted revenues.  
The estimated general fund operating expenditures for the year are projected to be $174,000 over budgeted expenditures.  The estimated capital projects expenditures are projected to be $519,000 over budget.   It is projected that an additional $1,153,000 will be transferred to the reserve fund.

Social Services expenditures are projected to be $265,000 more than budgeted.  Of this amount, $239,000 will be funded by state/federal fund and $26,000 will be required in local matching funds.

Staff requests that the Board appropriate additional funding for the departments as designated on the expenditure projection sheet.

Analysis of Expenditures

Departments over / (under) budget by $50,000 or more:

Planning: Under by $61,052, Position requested but not approved was not deleted from the budget.

Fire:   Over by $282,150, Fire truck purchase was re-appropriated from last year.

Rescue:   Under by $171,120, Contracted services for Stony Creek Rescue was for less than 24/7.

Refuse:  Over by $163,614, Contracted services for landfill monitoring was under budgeted.

Confinement:  Over by $127,624, Wage & Salary study adjustments for deputy positions was not part of the original budget.

Department over budget by less than $50,000:

Administration ($29,328)

· Salaries – overtime: $3,802 Compensate employee(s) for time originally recorded as compensatory time not in original budget.

· Salaries – part-time:
 $4,775 Wages paid to employee covering the front desk reception position not in original budget.

· Lodging:  $2,657 Jamestown approved in last year’s budget.

· Temporary Services:  $1,923 Wages paid for front desk coverage.

· Telecommunication:  $5,550 Utilities Reduction Services. $5,000 additional budget shortage.

· Printing:  $6,225 Prayer Breakfast, Poker Run, and Business Appreciation color copies.

Building & Grounds ($44,559)

· Salaries (overtime):  $3,200 budget shortage.

· Salaries (part-time):  $6,000 budget shortage.

· Telecommunication:  $9,400 budget shortage, all general trunk lines were charged here.

· Equipment maintenance:  $1,700 no amount budgeted.

· Grounds maintenance and repairs:  $34,222

· Propane gas:  $18,334 budget shortage.

Housing ($28,048)

· Salaries (regular):  New position $6,500 not in original budget.

· Information System Services: $1,840 new state funds not in original budget.

· Telecommunications: $5,000 budget shortage.

· Office Supplies: $3,775 new state funds not in original budget.

· Computer purchases:  $8,398 new state funds not in original budget.

· Equipment lease/rental:  $2,000 budget shortage.

· Equipment lease/purchase:  $1,600 budget shortage.

Commissioner of the Revenue ($14,564)

· Salaries & Benefits:  $7,500 Wage & Salary Study adjustments not part of original budget.

· Accounting System: $4,805 not budgeted.

· Management Consulting Services: $3,657 budget shortage.

License Bureau ($3,550)

· Refunds to Town: $2,550 budget shortage.

· Miscellaneous Other: $1,200 budget shortage.

Spot Operations ($8,776)

· Salaries (overtime). $8,776 budget shortage.

· E911: ($15,803)

· Salaries & Benefits:  $15,397 Wage & Salary Study adjustments not part of original budget.

Victim Witness ($692)

· Salaries (regular).  $2,751 Annual increase not budgeted.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR JONES, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS and carried: RESOLVED that additional funding is hereby appropriated for the following:


Department




Amount



Administration




$29,328



Buildings and Grounds


$44,559



Housing




$28,048



Fire & Rescue




$282,150



W911





$5,152



Refuse Disposal



$163,614


License Bureau




$3,550



Spot Operations



$8,776



E911





$15,803





Confinement




$127,624



Victim/Witness



$692



Social Services




$264,601

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Mr. Whitaker also advised the Board that it is estimated that the CSA fund will need an additional $80,000.00 of which $23,000.00 is the local match.

The Board will act on this request at the July 19, 2007 meeting.

Radio System Communications

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that in correspondence provided at the May meeting, problems with the radio system were outlined and options were given to improve the radio system. Following are the problems with the system:

(a) Replacement of the Sheriff’s Department “SIRS” Base antenna was done on the Courthouse site. At this time, an inspection of the microwave shows lightning damage to the dishes to both Waverly and Jarratt. To improve the signal level, MACE believes that this equipment needs to be replaced. The necessary equipment has been ordered. The cost will be passed onto the County. MACE will install the equipment.

(b) There is concern with the location of the antenna on the towers. No site is visible from the tower at the Courthouse and no improvement is possible at the current antenna levels/locations.  Microwave is true point-to-point and the dishes must “see” each other to have a reliable path. Currently, much of the radio traffic is being handled by the Stony Creek site which is wire line (telephone line) back to the Courthouse site and is not affected by the noise generated on the microwave by the poor path.

(c) MACE has suggested the following options to improve the reliability to the communications system. By order of importance:

1. Wakefield Site

Option 1: Install wire line (telephone line) from Wakefield to Sussex Courthouse to make this site operational (like Stony Creek) Estimated Costs $3,000.00

Option 2: Install Microwave shot from Wakefield to Waverly site to use current Waverly path back to Courthouse. Engineering and Path Studies needed. 

2. Waverly Site

Option 1: Install a microwave repeater at a midpoint (tower location near intersection of Rt. 35 & 40 to provide reliable path.

3. Jarratt Site

Option 1: Install a microwave repeater at a midpoint (location to be determined between Jarratt and Courthouse site to provide reliable path. 

The other options will involve engineering studies and path studies. County Administrator Jones introduced Mr. Tad Hedgepeth who has additional information to share.
Mr. Tad Hedgepeth of MACE Incorporated addressed the Board and advised that it will cost the County approximately $1,500 per month for the replacement/installation of telephone lines (trunk loaded).  However, the other option is to replace the equipment which will be a one time cost of approximately $15,000.00.  That includes a 12 month warranty and services can be provided under the maintenance contract.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves and appropriates $15,000.00 to fund the cost of the installation of communications equipment at the Wakefield radio system site.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Surplus Property  (Sheriff’s Department)
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet are copies of correspondence regarding surplus property (computer equipment). The last letter gives information on the equipment to be donated to the Yale 7th Day Adventist Elementary School located in Yale.

Staff requests the Board declare the computer equipment as described in the May 22, 2007 memo as surplus property and authorize the donation of this equipment to Yale Adventist Elementary School.

County Administrator Jones continued with the information that the Screening Device located at the front entrance to Sussex Judicial Center is over ten years old and has been replaced with a new metal screening device.  Staff request the Board declare the old device as surplus property and authorize the County Administrator to accept an offer of $500.00  from Mr. Lee Cross for the device.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby declare items listed as surplus property and permission is granted to donate to the Yale 7th Day Adventist Elementary School:  

3 APC UPS power supplies, used

6 mice, used

6 CPU boxes with power cords, used

6 keyboards, used

1 scanner, used




2 laser printers, used

6 monitors with power cords, used

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby declares the screening device formerly located at the front entrance of the Sussex Judicial Center as surplus property; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator is hereby authorized to accept an offer of $500.00 from Mr. Lee Cross for said screening device.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none
Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department
County Administrator Jones provided the following report in response to the concerns raised at the May 17th Board of Supervisors meeting by the members of the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department. 

(a) Contribution to Construction of Addition of the Firehouse

The Capital Improvements Plan was reviewed and distributed to the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors during the first part of 2006. The request by the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department was contained in the Plan.

On page VI – 1 of the Sussex County Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) (March, 2006), the following statements are included: 

“At the time of this writing, the County is in receipt of a request by Jarratt Volunteer Fire and Rescue to contribute money toward expanding and improving the agency’s building in Jarratt.” 

“Sussex County does not own or lease the Jarratt Volunteer Fire and Rescue building. Thus, the request to contribute to the building upgrade is not set out as a stand alone project in this CIP, although the County may choose to contribute to the project or include it in subsequent CIP’s. The contribution request is also noteworthy because it relates to projects that are included in this CIP. There are several projects identified as part of this CIP related to building new County-owned public safety facilities. These projects, along with Jarratt Volunteer Fire and Rescue’s contribution request, must be evaluated in light of the County’s on-going effort to review and perhaps reconfigure its fire and rescue systems.  Instituting a paid/volunteer service provision arrangement for example, will require quarters more suited to house personnel. This would mean constructing new County-owned buildings, and/or contributing to the upgrade and upkeep of buildings owned by others such as Jarratt Volunteer Fire and Rescue with appropriate contractual guarantees in place to protect the investment of public funds.”

The County has not historically contributed toward the construction of buildings that house the volunteer fire departments. The County, however, owns the property where the Courthouse Volunteer Fire Department is located. Also, there are three public safety buildings shown in the Capital Improvements Plan. 

During the formation of the CIP, a letter was sent to the various fire and rescue squads telling them that contact would be made with them. This was changed after the discussions by the County related to a combined system of volunteer and career began. Therefore, the interviews were not held with the various departments. 

(b) Record of Disbursement of Funds to Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department
A report beginning July 1 2001 and ending May 31, 2007, (reading across the top of the report) that includes Vendor Number, Vendor Name, Invoice #, Description, Check Date, Check Number and Check Amount is included in the Board packet.
Beginning July 1, 2001 ending June 30, 2003, there doesn’t appear any questions or concerns.

Beginning July1, 2003 (FY 04), the following disbursements were made to Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department:

February 17, 2004          $2,400.00 (Fire Funds or Additional Aid to Localities)

February 26, 2004          $5,000.00 (County Contribution)

February 26, 2004          $1,498.50 (Two for Life)

Beginning July 1, 2004 (FY 05)
July 29, 2004                 $   221.34 (Additional Aid to Localities)
February 10, 2005         $5,400.00 (County Contribution)

June 01, 2005                $1,508.83 (Two for Life)

June 17, 2005                $3,459.79 (Additional Aid to Localities)
Beginning July 1, 2005 (FY 06)
County Contribution has not been distributed. FY 07 Funds were disbursed based on the receipt of invoices for FY 05. Receipts for FY 06 must be received before release of funds. These funds will be disbursed pending re-appropriation by the Board of Supervisors.

Fiscal Year 06 Additional Aid to Localities was not disbursed - $19,901
Fiscal Year 07 Additional Aid to Localities was not disbursed - $21,306
Fiscal Year 07 Four for Life was not disbursed - $7,862.43

These funds were not disbursed but monies have been used for training (instructors, materials), personal (fire) protective equipment, fire apparatus. These expenditures benefited all departments. All uses of these funds were discussed with the Fire and Rescue Association. (Included in the Board packet is a report showing the total support given to the Fire and Rescue departments in Sussex).
Public Safety Coordinator, Eddie T. Vick offered additional information regarding this issue.

Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department Chief Justin Adams advised that he would provide receipts to the Public Safety Coordinator. Mr. Vick advised that upon receipt, he will request that funding be disbursed to the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department.

Chief Adams also requested that the Board consider assisting in the funding of the construction of an addition to the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department building, as part of their Capital Improvements Program and set a timeline for allocating funds. The County’s cost would be 40%,  Greensville County 40% and the Town of Jarratt 20%.
County Attorney Thompson suggested that the Board refer this issue to the Planning Commission for discussion, since it is part of the Capital Improvements Program and allow the Planning Commission to make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors.

Mr. William Newsome, legal counsel for the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department encouraged the Board to consider the request for funding of the proposed addition to the fire house; not to refer to the Planning Commission, but to consider at tonight’s meeting.
Supervisor Collins requested that Mr. Eddie T. Vick, Ms. Jacqueline M. Brown, a member of the Board of Supervisors and Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department form a committee to consider the request for funding the proposed addition.

Chairman Tyler requested the County Administrator to provide information to the Planning Commission regarding this matter and ask for a recommendation to the Board.

Request By Calvin Moore 
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet is a copy of information regarding the request by Mr. Calvin Moore for assistance with sewer extension.  The following information is included:

1) Memorandum from Mr. Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning – Calvin Moore –Request for sewer extension.

2) Letter from Mr. Moses Clements, Director of Engineering, Greensville Water and Sewer Authority with cost estimates for the sewer extension.

The attached map with Mr. Clements’ letter, the sewer line extension is shown in yellow. The project area is outlined in red. Mr. Calvin Moore is located at 23240 Moore’s Lane. Mr. Moore is not included the Sussex Gardens/301 Project and therefore is not a grant eligible location.

Mr. Calvin Moore has indicated he has a failing system and states that he maintains (clean out) it on a regular basis. The problems are particularly bad when it rains.  Funds are not included in the project to extend the line to this location. This item was tabled from the May 17, 2007 meeting.  Since the last meeting, communications have been held with Mr. Moore. Mr. Calvin Moore and Mr. James Terry Moore have indicated that they will contribute at least $12,000.00 to this project and are requesting that the County assist with the remainder.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves and appropriates $15,050.00 to fund the installation of sewer lines to the residence of Mr. Calvin Moore, 23240 Moore’s Lane, Jarratt, Virginia and Mr. James Terry Moore; and
FURTHER RESOLVED that staff is authorized to contact Greensville County Water and Sewer Authority to notify them of the Board’s action.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Fly, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: Supervisors Collins, Harrell
NACo Bus Tour

County Administrator Jones advised that the National Association of Counties (NACo) Annual Conference that will be held in Richmond this year.  As part of the Jamestown 2007 Celebration, bus tours from Richmond to Jamestown are being planned.  Supervisors Harrell and Collins will serve as the bus hosts for Sussex County. There will be a DVD presentation and goody bags will be given to the riders. Local businesses are being contacted for items to be included in the goody bags.
Treasurer’s Report

Financial Statement

As reported by Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff, Sussex County Treasurer, the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County at the close of business was $13,673,157.57.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the June 21, 2007 Board packet).
Request For Additional Office Space
Sussex County Treasurer, Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff requested that the Board of Supervisors consider the space that will be vacated by School Board Staff in the County Office Building, be used by the Treasurer and Commissioner of the Revenue staff.  Both constitutional officers have expressed the need for additional work space.  

Mr. Woodruff suggested that he and Mrs. Ellen G. Boone, Commissioner of the Revenue draft a sketch of how the proposed office space could be divided. Chairman Tyler asked the County Administrator to work with Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Boone.

Commissioner of the Revenue – no report
Sheriff’s Report – no report
Superintendent of Schools – no report
County Administrator advised the Board that there is information in the packet regarding surplus vehicles. She advised that there are four (4) vehicles that have high mileage and a wheel balance machine were declared surplus property by the Sussex County School Board at their June 5, 2007 meeting. The cars are in poor condition and the wheel balance machine has not been used in years.
Dr. Charles H. Harris, III, Superintendent of Schools, in his correspondence recommends that the Board of Supervisors accept the property on the list for sale or disposal.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts the following vehicles as surplus property:




1991
Chevrolet

1G1BL537XMW232302




1994
Chevrolet

1G1BL52P2RR166562




1991
Chevrolet

1G1BL537XMW23736




1990
Chevrolet

1G1BL547XLA122506




Wheel Balance Machine

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby authorizes staff to advertise surplus items for sale.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay:  none
Director of Social Services – no report
County Attorney – no report
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Mrs. Shirley Anderson addressed the Board of behalf of her parents (Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Annie Wright, 28577 Proctor Road, Emporia, VA). She asked that consideration be given to placing a dumpster closer to her parents’ residence; in that they are elderly and the nearest dumpster is located approximately seven miles from their home.

The County Administrator and Chairman Tyler will review this issue.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Elementary School Project

County Administrator Jones advised that at this time, she has no additional information regarding the elementary School project.  She advised the Board that action on this item was deferred from the May 17th meeting.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors approves funding of the $23 million Elementary School project, pursuant to the Capital Improvements Plan as presented by the Division Superintendent upon recommendation by the Sussex School Board.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Jones

Voting nay: Supervisors Fly, Harrell, Tyler

The Chairman announced the motion failed.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL that the Sussex County Administrator be authorized to gather additional information  (student population, projected growth, actual cost of operating two elementary schools, transportation costs for two elementary schools; cost of staffing for two elementary schools) and report to the Board at the next meeting.

Voting aye: Supervisors Fly, Harrell, Tyler

Voting nay: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Jones

The Chairman announced the motion failed.
Decal Program
County Administrator Jones advised the Board Mr. Woodruff has requested that this item be returned to the agenda for further consideration. Mr. Woodruff has recommended that the decals be eliminated in Sussex County. Residents will still pay the fee, but the decal will not be issued. 

A Study to Eliminate County Decals and add a license tax to the annual Personal Property Bill
PRO’S of eliminating the decal
A. More receptive to citizens.

B. No more scraping and complaining from some citizens.



C. Saves taxpayers money and time.

D. Eliminates a manual assessment check process for COR.

E. Eliminates a processing and transaction cycle process for the Treasurer.

F. Combine billing process with Personal Property & Real Estate taxes.


G. Saves County money for cost of envelopes ($300), postage ($2,200), cost of decals ($1,800), cost of applications ($544) and agent fees ($4,645). Total savings $9,489.

H. A charge will be placed and collected on vehicles that now avoid the purchase of a decal.  (No displays and thefts.) 

CON’S of eliminating the decal
A. Best delinquent Personal Property tax collection method available.

B. County loses identity of vehicle.  (Waste collection sites; abandon vehicles and strange vehicles within the county.

C. Taxpayer will have to pay more at one given time.

D. Commissioner of Revenue loses a cross check process with DMV.

E. Tax collection rate will be somewhat down for a longer period of time, but should not change by the status of limitations.

F. Less interaction with citizens.

G. More delinquent collection actions for Treasurer.

H. Delinquent taxpayers not paying by final notice will pay more administrative charges for more severe collection procedures.

Should the Board of Supervisors elect to eliminate, resend or amend the decal license ordinance and replace it with an annual license tax ordinance, I would suggest the following in general to apply.

LICENSE TAX YEAR

A. For the current 2007, the motor vehicle license year which commenced on April 1, 2007 shall end on March 31, 2008.

B. For 2008, the motor vehicle license tax year shall commence on April 1, 2008 and end on December 4, 2008.

C. For 2009 and subsequent years:  For 2009, the motor vehicle license tax year shall commence on December 5, 2009 and end on December 4, 2009 and subsequent years following the same 12 month cycle. 

Annual assessment of license tax shall be determined by the status of vehicle or motorcycle in the same manner as that of Personal Property taxes.  

License tax required; penalty for violation
Any person who shall own, or have in his custody or under his control, a motor vehicle or motorcycle that is subject to payment of a license tax under this article who allows such motor vehicle or motorcycle to be operated upon the streets and roads of the county without first remitting to the County Treasurer the required annual license tax, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided in the Code of Virginia.  Late payment penalties and interest shall be regulated by County’s Code Sec. 14-1 and 14-2.
Levied; applicability
There is hereby imposed a license tax upon every person owning a motor vehicle including, but not limited to automobiles, trucks, and motorcycles, normally garaged, stored or parked within the county and registered with the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), except as may be otherwise exempted by this article or applicable exemptions authorized state statutes.  

Amounts
A. On each and every motorcycle, motor scooter or vehicle of like design to this article is applicable; there shall be a license tax of $15.00 per annum for each and every license tax year until amended by ordinance.

B. On each and every other motor vehicle to which this article is applicable, there shall be a license tax of $25.00 per annum for each and every license tax year until amended by ordinance.

C. On each and every motor vehicle which displays a NG or National Guard plate issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles, the license tax shall not exceed that of the state. (Currently the minimum fee is $14.75). Only 2 sold last year, so there is no need for a special rate.

Exemption
A. Any one motor vehicle or motorcycle used by a person who is an active member of any branch of the county’s  Fire Department or Rescue Squad which has been approved by the Departments Chief or Leader and certified to the Commission of Revenue by January 31 of each year.

B.  A similar tax or license fee is imposed by the county, city or town where in such motor vehicle, or motorcycle is normally garaged, stored, or parked.

C. Any motor vehicle owned by and personally used by a person who was a prisoner of war, was honorably discharged, is not currently a member of the armed forces, and was issued by the Commissioner appropriately designated license plates.

D. Any one motor vehicle, owned by and personally used by a person who was awarded the Medal of Honor and was issued by the Commissioner appropriately designated plates.

E. Any one motor vehicle is owned and is used personally by a veteran who holds a current State motor vehicle registration card establishing that he/she has received a disabled veterans exemption from the Division of Motor Vehicles and has been issued a disabled veteran’s plate, or in the absence of holding a disabled veterans license plate, exemption to this County License Tax may be obtained by application to the Treasurer accompanied by a certification from the U.S. Veterans Administration that the veteran has been designated a disabled veteran as defined under Section 46.2-100 of the Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended and that his/her disability is service connected.

F. The motor vehicle or motor cycle is kept by a dealer or manufacturer for sale or for sales demonstration.

Refund policy
There shall be no refund of any license tax paid for any vehicle disposed of after January 1st of each year.

Transfer to other vehicle

There shall be no transfer of an annual paid license tax by any owner who sells or transfers a motor vehicle licensed under the provision of this article.

Payment to Towns

Payment to Towns shall equal to ½ of paid license tax for motor vehicles and motor cycle register within the town as per current agreement.  Waverly and Wakefield has already endorsed the elimination of county decals study.  
The Board appointed a committee to examine the feasibility of the elimination of county decals.  The committee shall consist of: County Administrator Jones, Supervisor Wayne M. Harrell, Director of Finance Jerry L. Whitaker, Treasurer, Onnie L. Woodruff and County Attorney Henry A. Thompson.

Appointments
Southside Community Criminal Justice Board

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that at the May 17, 2007 meeting, Ms. Deborah A. Davis was reappointed to the Southside Community Criminal Justice Board. There is still a vacancy on the Board for Sussex County. Ms. Regina Smith has resigned from the Board. Ms. Regina Smith was the Sussex County District 19 Representative. The appointee must be a Sussex County resident or employed by the County. The Board meets every other month or least once per quarter contingent upon business items. The Board doesn’t meet in December. There is no set meeting day currently.  

The Chairman tabled this item until next meeting.

Crater District Health Advisory Board

County Administrator Jones advised that this item was tabled until the June meeting. According to the Crater District Health Advisory Board By-Laws, the County of Sussex has one appointee to the Board. A copy of the By-Laws are included in the Board packet. Mrs. Carolyn White’s term has expired. There is a need to appoint another representative to fill the vacated seat.

Chairman Tyler tabled this matter until next meeting
Chowan Basin Steering Committee

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that each locality located in the Chowan Basin has been requested to appoint one elected official and one staff person and one person from each of the agencies to serve on the Steering Committee.  

The appointees are:  Staff, County Administrator Jones, Director of Planning Greene as the alternate and Chairman Rufus Tyler as the elected official.
Department of Social Services Board
Supervisor Jones nominated Mrs. Dora Nixon Parham as the representative from the Waverly District and Supervisor Harrell nominated Mr. William Bain  as the representative from the Blackwater District to Social Services Board.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR JONES, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appoints Mrs. Dora Nixon Parham, 110 Barkley Place, Waverly, VA  23890 to represent Waverly District and Mr. William Bain, 4884 Beaverdam Road, Waverly VA 23890, to represent Blackwater District, to the Sussex County Department of Social Services Board, for four (4) year terms, expiring June 30, 2011.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Supervisor Caple (in his capacity as Chairman of the Social Services Board) advised the Board that Mrs. Patricia Collins has notified the DSS Board of her intent to resign.

Chairman Tyler advised that the Board will wait until they receive a letter of resignation from Mrs. Collins.
Dominion Virginia Power Transmission Lines

Supervisor Fly asked staff to invite a representative from Dominion Virginia Power to the July 19, 2007 meeting to provide an update on the proposed transmission lines.

NEW BUSINESS
Wakefield Recreation
Birch Island Road Recreational Site–(Corner of 31 and 617)

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that Supervisor Fly has held discussions with the Wakefield Christian Outreach Center, owner of this property, about providing an area for recreation. The Town of Wakefield is being asked to maintain the property once the uses are established.  This site will serve the residents who live along the Route 31, Main Street and Route 617 corridor. A Lease Agreement between the County and the Outreach Center will be needed. An Agreement between the County and the Town of Wakefield will also be needed.  Items to consider for the Outreach Lease Agreement are: length of time, notice of termination by either party; amount of the lease ($500 per year). County Administrator Jones further advised that County Attorney Thompson has been requested to prepare necessary documents. He has (to date) prepared preliminary agreements pending receipt of other information. 
Pocahontas Community 

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that the County owns property at the corner of Higgins and Branch Streets. A picnic pavilion is being proposed for this property. 
The picnic area at the corner of Railroad Avenue and Branch Street is still being maintained. These tables will be stained and work done to the walks. Residents have asked that coverings be placed over these tables. The recommendation is to build a covering over one of the tables this year.

Supervisor Fly requested that $50,000.00 be re-appropriated from fiscal year 2007 budget to fiscal year 2008 budget for the Wakefield Recreation expenses.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby re-appropriates $50,000.00 from fiscal year 2007 budget to fiscal year 2008 budget for Wakefield Recreation expenditures.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

August Retreat Sussex Service Authority

County Administrator Jones requested a retreat with the Board of Directors and Executive Director of the Sussex Service Authority. In order for Sussex County to be successful with its economic development plans, the Authority has to be part of that effort. A progress report of the future goals, immediate goals and current activities to the Board of Supervisors is needed. Also the goals and plans of the Board of Supervisors for the total County should be shared with the Service Authority.

Staff will bring recommended dates for the proposed retreat to the July 19th Board meeting.

Recess 
County Administrator Jones requested that the Board recess this meeting to Thursday, July 19, 2007 at 6:00pm for a Joint Meeting with the Planning Commission. Mr. William Turner, Community Planning Collaborative, Inc. has completed the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Ordinances Revisions. 

The Chairman announced the Board will recess until 6:00 p.m. on July 19, 2007.

