At a Public Hearing of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, October 16, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
BOARD  MEMBERS PRESENT



T. Wayne Birdsong



Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The October 16, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Tyler.

PUBLIC HEARING
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby enter Public Hearing to consider Proposed Amendments to Sussex County’s Land Use Fees.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

Proposed Land Use Fees

The proposed increases to Sussex County Land Use Fees were presented by County Administrator Jones.

Land Use Category



Existing Fee

Proposed Fee

Conditional Use Permit Application

$300


$500

Land Disturbance Permit Application

$200 + $4 per acre
$300 + $10 per acre

Variance/Special Use Permit Application
$450


$600

Zoning Permit




$50


$75

Plat Approval (Family Division and

   Boundary Line Adjustments)


$30 + $3 per acre
$50 per plat

Site Plan Review



$300 + $4 per acre
$500 + $10 per acre

Subdivision Review Fees:

More than 5 lots



$150 + $4 per lot
$300 + $10 per lot

5 or less lots




$50 + $4 per lot
$100 + $10 per lot

Conditional Use Permit – New

   Communications/Cellular Tower

$4,000


$5,000

Co-location on existing tower fee

$1,500


$2,000

Appeal to Board of Zoning Appeals

$500


$600

County Map




$5


$10

Zoning Ordinance



$15


$25

Subdivision Ordinance



$10


$20

Comprehensive Plan



$25


$35

E 911 Address




$6.50


$10

Certificate of Zoning Compliance

No charge

$25

Zoning/DMV Compliance Letters

No charge

$25

Request for Private Road Name/Sign

No charge

$300

Request for Road Name Change

No charge

$250

Request to amend the Comp Plan

No charge

$500

Request to amend the Zoning/

     Subdivision Ordinance


$300


$500 per amendment

Amendment to a Proffered Rezoning

     or a Conditional Use Permit

No charge

$300

Renewal of an existing Conditional 

    Use Permit




No charge

$300

Rezoning Fees:


Existing Fees


Proposed Fees


$300 + $4 per acre

$500 + additional per acreage charges as follows:






To: A-1 – no additional charge






To R-R, R-E - $20 per acre






To R-1 - $30 per acre






To R-1 - $30 per acre






To B-1, B-2, B-3 - $40 per acre






To I-1, I-2 - $50 per acre

To: Planned Unit Development (PUD) or any   Manufactured Home Park District - $60 per acre

Chairman Tyler asked for comments from the public. There were none.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISORS PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby returns to regular session.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts the increase in land use fees, effective immediately, as follows:

Land Use Category



Existing Fee

Proposed Fee

Conditional Use Permit Application

$300


$500

Land Disturbance Permit Application

$200 + $4 per acre
$300 + $10 per acre

Variance/Special Use Permit Application
$450


$600

Zoning Permit




$50


$75

Plat Approval (Family Division and

   Boundary Line Adjustments)


$30 + $3 per acre
$50 per plat

Site Plan Review



$300 + $4 per acre
$500 + $10 per acre

Subdivision Review Fees:

More than 5 lots



$150 + $4 per lot
$300 + $10 per lot

5 or less lots




$50 + $4 per lot
$100 + $10 per lot

Conditional Use Permit – New

Communications/Cellular Tower

$4,000


$5,000

Co-location on existing tower fee

$1,500


$2,000

Appeal to Board of Zoning Appeals

$500


$600

County Map




$5


$10

Zoning Ordinance



$15


$25

Subdivision Ordinance



$10


$20

Comprehensive Plan



$25


$35

E 911 Address




$6.50


$10

Certificate of Zoning Compliance

No charge

$25

Zoning/DMV Compliance Letters

No charge

$25

Request for Private Road Name/Sign

No charge

$300

Request for Road Name Change

No charge

$250

Request to amend the Comp Plan

No charge

$500

Request to amend the Zoning/

     Subdivision Ordinance


$300


$500 per amendment

Amendment to a Proffered Rezoning

     or a Conditional Use Permit

No charge

$300

Renewal of an existing Conditional 

    Use Permit




No charge

$300

Rezoning Fees:


Existing Fees


Proposed Fees


$300 + $4 per acre

$500 + additional per acreage charges as follows:






To: A-1 – no additional charge






To R-R, R-E - $20 per acre






To R-1 - $30 per acre






To R-1 - $30 per acre






To B-1, B-2, B-3 - $40 per acre






To I-1, I-2 - $50 per acre

To: Planned Unit Development (PUD) or any   Manufactured Home Park District - $60 per acre

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby adjourns the October 16, 2008 Public Hearing meeting.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, October 16, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

BOARD  MEMBERS PRESENT



T. Wayne Birdsong



Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The October 16, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Tyler; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Birdsong and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Parker and recited by all.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Regular Agenda of the October 16, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved as presented.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Consent Agenda of the October 16, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved inclusive of the following: (1) Approval of September 18, 2008 minutes; (2) Approval of Warrants and Vouchers in the amount of $341,621.66 and Payroll Deduction Checks in the amount of $135,644.85; (3) Resolution in Recognition of Eagle Scout Branden Lee Nicely; and (4) Resolution in Recognition of Gurney B. Cowling, Sr., former member of Sussex County Planning Commission; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the September 16, 2008 minutes are approved subject to one change: Page 3, Line 10 reads “Comments were heard from Ms. Lou Savedge, Stony Creek District.”  Change Stony Creek District to Blackwater District. 

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

STANDING REPORTS

Health Department - absent

Highways, Streets and Roads

Mr. William Richardson, Assistant Residency Administrator, addressed the Board.  He reported the following:

· Currently, VDOT crews are performing routine maintenance work.

· Spiers Road, a rural rustic road project is nearly complete.

· Route 610 in Jarratt will be repaved and will need to, at some point, be placed in the Six Year Plan (when funding becomes available).

Supervisor Parker again asked Mr. Richardson to have the potholes on Bank Street repaired.

County Administrator’s Report

Outlying Landing Field

County Administrator Jones provided the following progress report:

(a) November 1, 2008: The Virginians Against the Outlying Landing Field (VOLF) will hold a Breakfast on Saturday, November 1, 2008 for the faith based community (clergy) at the Southeast 4-H Center. Invitations will be mailed from the VOLF organization directly to the ministers and churches.

(b) Navy consultants, Blue Ridge Research, will be setting up noise monitoring equip-ment and begin testing in November. The firm has requested permission to set monitoring equipment on the Western Industrial Park property. Staff met with representatives on Monday, October 6, 2008 at the industrial park.

(c) Coalition’s experts: Attorney Steinberg has engaged David Coates, Noise Expert and Joyce Henderson, socio-economics expert, to begin development of documents for the localities. 

(d) Video development: VOLF is in the process of preparing a video on the three sites under consideration in Virginia. The goal is to show the reasons for not placing the outlying landing field in Southampton, Surry or Sussex. properties from the three (3) sites will be shown along with citizens’ interviews from the three localities. Delegate Roslyn Tyler has agreed to be part of the video. Locations and other citizens are being chosen for Sussex.

Animal Control
County Administrator Jones advised that included in their Board packet is a letter dated September 22, 2008 from the Division of Animal & Food Industry Services, Office of Veterinary Services. The letter included several findings of noncompliance. Some of the items have already been addressed; thorough cleaning was done on October 15th by a professional cleaning company.

Also, today, the shelter received an unannounced visit from Dr. Daniel Kovich, Staff Veterinarian, of the State of Virginia Office of Veterinarian Services. Dr. Kovich, after inspecting the Animal Shelter, stated that he was pleased to see improvements. Dr. Kovich recommended that, before the County utilizes volunteers at the Animal Shelter, that he and the County Administrator schedule a meeting to set up training for staff and volunteer programs.

Supervisor Birdsong stated that this issue was discussed last month and he wanted to know why it takes four or five weeks to correct the situation. He further stated that this situation is totally unacceptable.

County Administrator Jones advised that a lot of the issues are the results of limited staff, as one full time animal control officer was involved in an accident several months ago and was out of work for an extended period of time. The only other full time animal control employee, since the injury to Officer Knowles, has primarily spent his work hours handling animal control services for citizens of the County and no longer can be utilized full time to clean the animal shelter. When Officer Knowles returned, he was allowed to work less than full time and perform light duty only.  A part time shelter attendant was hired in August which has helped and the Sheriff’s Department has allowed the use of inmates.

Supervisor Birdsong advised that the County Administrator’s response is unsatisfactory.

Chairman Tyler advised that the Board of Supervisors could have been more proactive and should have moved in a more timely manner. He further stated that the Board needs to consider additional personnel for Animal Control.

Supervisor Parker stated that he believes that the County Administrator needs additional manpower to effectively perform her administrative duties which is not just limited to the animal shelter and that the span of control is important. Supervisor Parker further stated that when the County lost its Deputy County Administrator in March of this year, we lost direct supervision of that department.  There is a need to hire someone else to assist the County Administrator in carrying out these additional responsibilities.

Chairman Tyler suggested that perhaps the Board needs to take action tonight to provide some additional staff assistance for the Animal Shelter.
Supervisor Birdsong recommended that the Animal Control Department be moved under the supervision of the Sheriff’s Department.

Chairman Tyler recommended that the Personnel Committee discuss this issue.  

It was decided that the Personnel Committee would consider this issue at the end of the meeting.

Industrial Parks Progress Report

County Administrator Jones advised that staff is proceeding with the contract for the Route 460 Industrial Park. The next phase is to clear the woods, leaving a 30 to 50 foot buffer and begin aerial photography.

Supervisor Birdsong advised that while he is in favor of the industrial park, he believes that, due to current economic conditions, that the Board should postpone work on the industrial park for at least six (6) months.

Supervisor Harrell suggested using funding from the Tobacco Commission.

County Administrator Jones advised that she has been in communications with economic development experts and they suggest that now is a good time to proceed.  A request for an extension has been forwarded to the Tobacco Commission.  The County needs to increase its efforts so that it can be prepared when the economy improves.

Supervisor Parker stated that the Board shouldn’t procrastinate, we need to proceed so the County will have something to offer prospective businesses and industries.

Treasurer’s Report
As reported by Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff, Sussex County Treasurer, the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County as shown by the Treasurer’s books at the close of business September 30, 2008 was $20,277,099.84.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the October 20, 2008 Board packet).

Commissioner of the Revenue Report – no report

Superintendent of Schools – no report

Director of Social Services – no report

County Attorney – no report

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS

Chairman Tyler allowed time for citizens’ comments. He asked citizens wishing to speak, please sign in and he advised that they were allowed two (2) minutes to address their issues.

Comments were heard from the following:

Nancy Cramer, Courthouse District, spoke about Animal Control issues

Jemma Cox, Courthouse District, spoke about Animal Control issues

Eileen McAfee, Richmond VA, spoke about Animal Control issues

Lou Savedge, Blackwater District, spoke about Animal Control issues

Ann Joyner, Sussex, requested to speak in Closed Session

Shannon Mason, Stony Creek District, spoke about Animal Control issues

County Attorney Thompson advised that when certain citizen’s comments level allegations of specific criminal and/or malfeasance misconduct of a county employee, commencing to give details of the allegations, without having first hand knowledge or other verification of the allegations or personal sensory knowledge of the specific allegations, the Board must first request a rephrasing of the citizens’ comments to a more general comment as to county misconduct, rather than allegations of specific acts for which the speaker had no specific knowledge of or verification other than hearsay, and thereafter, with the stated comments framework in place, allowed the speaker and other speakers to continue with her/their comments.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Wakefield Recreation Update
County Administrator Jones requested this item be tabled due to the absence of Supervisor Fly.

Nomination for Appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals
County Administrator Jones advised that Mr. Keith C. Blowe expressed an interest in serving on the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors recommends to the Judge of the Circuit Court, Mr. Keith C. Blowe, Post Office Box 1306, Sussex VA 23884 (physical address: 13071 Courthouse Road, Waverly VA 23890), for appointment to the Sussex County Board of Zoning Appeals.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

Memorandum of Understanding – Sussex Historical Society
County Administrator Jones advised that she has spoken with Mr. Robert Thornton, President of the Sussex Historical Society. Mr. Thornton advised that the Society is reviewing the proposed Memorandum of Understanding presented by the County.

Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department
County Administrator Jones advised that no report was received from the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department; therefore the Board has requested to table this item.
NEW BUSINESS

Appointment to John Tyler Community College Board of Directors

Chairman Tyler advised that Supervisor Parker has expressed an interest in serving on the John Tyler Community College Board of Directors, for which Sussex needs to appoint a representative.

The College Board serves as an advisory group to the College's administration. The Board is made up of individuals representing the College’s service area, which includes the Cities of Colonial Heights, Hopewell and Petersburg, as well as the Counties of Amelia, Charles City, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, Prince George, Surry and Sussex. 

Each jurisdiction has one (1) member, with the exception of Petersburg, which has two (2) members; Hopewell, which has three (3) members; and Chesterfield, which also has three (3) members. Board members are appointed by Boards of Supervisors and City Councils from the College’s service area. 

Board members serve as advocates for the College in their individual jurisdictions and facilitate communication between the College and its constituencies in those jurisdictions. Board members also advocate for the College during the General Assembly of Virginia legislative session. 

Board members may serve two (2) consecutive four (4) year terms. The chair and vice-chair of the Board are elected for two (2) year terms of office. The Board meets six (6) times annually and rotates meeting locations between the College’s two (2) campuses. 

The current members are:

Officers of the Board:

Mr. Onza Hyatt, Chair

Ms. Renee Williams, Vice Chair

Dr. Marshall W. Smith, Secretary
Amelia County


Ms. Ann Salster

Charles City County

Mrs. Sammie Cotman

Chesterfield County

Mr. Art Heinz, Mr. Thomas R. Fulghum

City of Colonial Heights
Mr. Harry B. Hargis, Jr.

Dinwiddie County

Ms. Gloria G. Harvell

City of Hopewell

Dr. Jacqueline Shepperson 

Mr. Onza Hyatt

Ms. Gladys Washington

City of Petersburg

Dr. William D. Irvin

Dr. Germaine S. Fauntleroy

Prince George County 

Ms. Renee Williams

Surry County


Ms. Shardae N. Holmes

Sussex County                         Vacant

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby appoints The Honorable Harris L. Parker, Post Office Box 616, Waverly VA 23890 to the John Tyler Community College Board of Directors, term expiring June 30, 2012.[image: image1.wmf]
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Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

CLOSED SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby enter Closed Session to consider Personnel Matters, applicable Code Section 2.2-3211(A)(1).

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia required a certification by Sussex County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Sussex County Board of Supervisors.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly

RECESS/ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the October 16, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adjourned.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisors Caple, Fly
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