At a Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Court Room at Sussex Judicial Center on

Thursday, March 12, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

T. Wayne Birdsong




Charlie E. Caple, Jr.


C. Eric Fly





Wayne M. Harrell


Harris L. Parker




Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

George E. Morrison, III, Deputy County Administrator

Shannon C. Drew, Assistant to Director of Planning

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

ITEM 1) CALL TO ORDER
The March 12, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Fly; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Parker.

ITEM 2) ADOPTION OF AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the agenda of the March 12, 2009 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adopted with the following additions:  (1) Add 7A, Letter to Senator Mark Warner regarding Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC; (2) Update on Federal Stimulus Program to be included as part of the budget discussion.
Voting aye:  Supervisor Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay:  none

ITEM 3) FISCAL YEAR 2010 BUDGET WORK SESSION
Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance, addressed the Board and provided an overview of the proposed budget.  (A copy of the supporting documentation is retained in the March 12, 2009 Board packet).
ITEM 4)  PUBLIC HEARING
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby enter public hearing to consider an Amendment to Conditional Use Permit #2007-01, Chase Boykin, applicant.

Voting aye:  Supervisor Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay:  none

ITEM 4(a): Request For Amendment to Conditional Use Permit #2007-01, Chase Boykin, applicant
County Administrator Jones advised the Board members that included in the Board packet is information regarding Conditional Use Permit #2007-01, Mr. Chase Boykin, applicant. The applicant is requesting the deletion of Condition #5 of his conditional use permit.  Condition #5 reads: “No business signs shall be permitted on the subject property.”  It was brought to staff’s attention that the regulations of the Virginia State Police require towing companies to have a sign on their property for identification purposes.  
On March 9, 2009, the Sussex County Planning Commission considered the request. Also, on the same date, it was brought to staff’s attention that Mr. Chase Boykin had placed a business sign on his mail box located across the road from his business that satisfies the local requirements of the Virginia State Police.
Since the sign on the mailbox is located across the road from the subject property and is located in VDOT’s right-of-way, the requested amendment to Conditional Use Permit #2007-01 would appear unnecessary; however, due to procedural questions, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 1, with one abstention, to forward this item to the Board of Supervisors with no recommendation. (Letter from the Virginia State Police and report of the Planning Commission are retained in the March 12, 2009 Board of Supervisors meeting file).
ITEM 5) RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby return to regular session.

Voting aye:  Supervisor Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay:  none

ITEM 6) ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARING ISSUE
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of the amendment to Conditional Use Permit #2007-01, Chase Boykin, applicant, to delete Condition #5, which reads: “No business signs shall be permitted on the subject property.”

Voting aye:  Supervisor Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay:  none

Abstaining: Supervisor Fly

ITEM 7) FISCAL YEAR 2010 BUDGET WORK SESSION  (continued)

Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance, continued with the overview of the proposed Fiscal Year Budget 2010.

Chairman Fly requested that staff ask Crater District Area Agency on Aging to provide a statistical report on the number of clients they actually serve in Sussex County. Chairman Fly also provided a list of recommendations for budget reduction goals. The data supplied may contain duplicate or recurring numbers of the same persons.
The Board asked the County Attorney to provide a draft of an occupancy tax ordinance.
ITEM 7A) Waverly Particleboard Letter
Vice-Chairman Tyler distributed and discussed a proposed letter that has been drafted and addressed to Senator Mark Warner.  The letter reads as follows:

Dear Senator Warner:

As our nation deals with these uncertain economic times, it is sometimes forgotten that our rural communities suffer the most. Such is the case in Sussex County.  The Board of Supervisors of Sussex County asks for your help to prevent the permanent closing of one of the largest employers in the County.

The current Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC, facility located in Waverly, Virginia is temporarily idled.  This facility began production in the early 1960’s as Grayco. With multiple upgrades and expansions, the company would exist for the next forty years as one of the largest employers in Sussex County.

In July 2003, Nevamar Incorporated, the owners of the Waverly facility, notified the Commonwealth of Virginia that the company would begin the process of shutting down the particleboard plant located in Waverly, Virginia.  The facility would shut down on September 16, 2003.  This would bring an end to one of the most stable companies in Sussex County and would account for the loss of over one hundred eighty (180) jobs and a 22 million dollar loss to the economy in Sussex County.

In an attempt to save the County from such a loss, a group of local investors began negotiations with Nevamar that would lead to the formation of Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC. The new company, with twelve (12) local investors, would invest over four million dollars of private money and reopen the facility in January 2004, and start production in July of the same year.  In fact, you may remember that you were kind enough to personally visit the facility before it reopened while you were Governor of Virginia.

Today, the company is idled due to a combination of the economy and EPA policy.  It is with the EPA policy that we seek your help. The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality has agreed that Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC, can qualify as a synthetic minor and is willing to issue the permit if the EPA would grant it the ability to do so. To date, the EPA has yet to grant the State of Virginia the ability to issue Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC, a synthetic minor air permit due to the “once in, always in” policy. The EPA’s failure to allow the synthetic minor permit has forced the facility to be idled.  If the company reopens without a synthetic minor permit, it will be forced to operate under a Title V air permit. It should be noted that thousands of companies operate under synthetic minor permits across the United States, as it is an approved and legal air permit that limits the amount of hazardous air pollutants that can be emitted. Since opening, the Waverly facility has operated at synthetic levels and the EPA’s perceived objection to the Virginia DEQ’s request to grant the synthetic minor, is that during the confusion of the partial vacature of PCWP MACT in July of 2007, Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC, missed the date to apply for a synthetic minor permit.

Therefore, the Board of Supervisors of Sussex County respectfully asks that you assist the County and Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC, in working with the EPA Administrator in Washington, D.C., for the Virginia DEQ to gain the ability to grant a synthetic minor permit to Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC.  This one action would help restore one hundred forty-five (145) jobs to Sussex County and begin to rebuild the composite wood industry in Virginia.






Yours truly,





Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.






Vice Chairman 





Sussex County Board of Supervisors

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of sending a letter to Senator Mark Warner requesting that he (Senator Warner) assist the County and Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC in working with the EPA Administrator for the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality to gain the ability to grant a synthetic minor permit to Waverly Particleboard Company, LLC.
Voting aye:  Supervisor Birdsong, Caple, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay:  none

Abstaining: Supervisor Fly

Item 7b)  Other Matters
(1) Meeting with Congressman J. Randy Forbes – County Administrator Jones advised that included in the Board packet is a letter from Congressman Forbes inviting the Sussex County Board of Supervisors and staff to meet with him to discuss Sussex’s challenges, opportunities, and priorities as well as input on the direction of the federal government’s response to our nation’s economic challenges.
The Board asked County Administrator Jones to check on April 23, 2009 as a possible date for a meeting with Congressman Forbes.

(2) The Improvement Association Banquet - Chairman Tyler announced that the 41st Annual Banquet of the Improvement Association will be held on Thursday, March 26, 2009, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The event will be held at the Southside Virginia Education Center in Emporia and the cost is $10.00 per person. 
ITEM 8) RECESS

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors shall hereby recess until 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 19, 2009.

Voting aye:  Supervisor Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker, Tyler

Voting nay:  none

