At the Reconvened March 16, 2006 Meeting 

of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors, 

held in the General District Courtroom

At the Sussex Judicial Center, March 30, 2006, 6:30 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.


William J. Collins, Jr.



C. Eric Fly 



Wayne M. Harrell

Alice W. Jones


Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Jacqueline M. Brown, Deputy County Administrator

Stanley I. Skinner, Building Official

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Collins; the invocation was offered by Supervisor Harrell.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the agenda of the March 30, 3006 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adopted as presented.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

BUDGET WORKSHOP
Director of Finance, Mr. Jerry L. Whitaker advised the Board that he had prepared the proposed budget for fiscal year 2006-2007 based upon the recommended 56 cents per hundred dollar valuation.  (Supporting documentation that was provided to the Board is retained in the March 30, 2006 Board packet).

Supervisor Harrell stated that the Board should look for ways to increase revenue and cease spending the revenue from the landfill.
Supervisor Fly advised that he is in favor of setting the tax rate so that the Board will have some idea of what they are dealing with.  He also advised that he agrees with Mr. Harrell that we should not continue spending the landfill revenue.
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Chairman Collins advised that the Board has been criticized for not adhering to the goal of saving $3 million per year and he also reminded the Board that he would like for the Board to not wait until the last minute to adopt a budget, as in previous years.
Supervisor Fly advised that the Board needs to make more cuts and work on the reduction in the tax rate; then the Board will have a clearer picture of what they are working with; also suggested that perhaps the Board should consider an increase which equals with the inflation rate.
Chairman Collins recommended that the Board consider 52 cents per hundred dollar valuation tax rate.

County Administrator Jones recommended that the Board authorize staff to advertise the tax rate at a higher level to have some cushion and to consider capital projects (such as a new elementary school, the EMS building, new administration building, etc.).  She further advised that if the Board adopts a rate which is too low, it may result in job layoffs and other negative impacts.
Supervisor Tyler stated that maybe the Board should advertise at a higher rate so that they can have the ability to decrease.

April 1, 2006 Retreat

Due to conflicts, the Board opted to re-schedule the retreat to April 26, 2006, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm at the Waverly Office Building.
Budget Work Session
Director of Finance Jerry L. Whitaker requested that the Board meet on April 13, 2006 at 6:30pm.

Other Matters
Chairman Collins asked staff to research what can be done about persons getting inside of dumpsters; what liability the County faces if the violator is injured; can posted signs be placed at or on the dumpsters; can the Sheriff’s Department enforce this violation?

Supervisor Tyler asked staff about vehicle junk yards and what could be done regarding this issue.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that staff is hereby authorized to proceed with citing violators/ 
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property owners (pursuant to the Nuisance Ordinance) who have junkyards; after ample warning.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

CLOSED SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Board shall enter Closed Session, pursuant to Section 2.2-3711(A)(3), Real Estate Matters.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Board shall enter open session and certifies that only public business matters exempt from the Act were discussed and only public business matters identified in the motion to convene were discussed.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR TYLER, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes staff to offer a purchase price of $424,048 to the Gray Lumber Company, owner for a 156.29 acre parcel of property identified as Tax Map 7-((A))-7, for a proposed industrial site.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

The Board authorized the County Attorney to prepare a deed for the aforementioned property.
RECESS
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR FLY and carried: RESOLVED that the March 30, 2006 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby recessed until April 13, 2006 at 6:30pm.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

