To the readers of these minutes:

Please be aware that there are two sets of minutes included in this one document.

The Sussex County Board of Supervisors held a recessed meeting on May 17, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. and a regular meeting was held at 7:30 p.m.

The first 2 pages are minutes of the recessed meeting and the other pages are minutes of the regular meeting.  Thank you.

Deborah A. Davis

Assistant to County Administrator

At a Recessed Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
Held in the General District Courtroom at the Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, May 17, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.


William J. Collins, Jr.



C. Eric Fly



Wayne M. Harrell



Alice W. Jones



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant To County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tyler; the invocation was offered by Supervisor Jones.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the agenda of the May 17, 2007 6:00 p.m. meeting is hereby approved as presented.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Elementary School Project
County Administrator Jones provided a brief overview of the elementary school project.  She introduced representatives from Davenport & Company, a financial consulting firm.
Mr. David Rose and Mr. Roland Kooch gave a brief presentation to the Board.  

Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Charles H. Harris, III, provided information to the Board.

Chairman Tyler advised that he will not request a vote on the elementary school project tonight, but asked the Board to table action until the June 21st  Board meeting.

Fiscal Year 2008 Budget

To be discussed at the regular meeting.
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ADJOURNMENT

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the April 26, 2007 recessed meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adjourned and tabled the decision regarding the elementary school project until June 21, 2007.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: Supervisor Collins
At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors

Held in the General District Courtroom at the Sussex Judicial Center

On Thursday, May 17, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



Charlie E. Caple, Jr.


William J. Collins, Jr.



C. Eric Fly



Wayne M. Harrell



Alice W. Jones


Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT

Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jacqueline Macklin-Brown, Deputy County Administrator

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant To County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER
The May 17, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman Tyler. The invocation was offered by Supervisor Collins.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that the regular agenda of the May 17, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved as presented.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that the Consent Agenda of the May 17, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors meeting is hereby approved, inclusive of the following: (1) Approval of the April 19 & 26, 2007 minutes of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors meeting; (2) Approval of Warrants & Vouchers in the amount of $263,275.75 and Payroll Deduction checks in the amount of $64,446.98; (3) Resolution Proclaiming May 20-26, 2007 Emergency Medical Services Week; (4) Resolution in recognition of 2007 Sussex Central High School Honor Graduates; (5) Resolution reappointing Deborah A. Davis, 48 Sunnyside Lane, Emporia, VA 23847 to the Southside Community Criminal Justice Board, term expiring June 30, 2009; (6) Resolution reappointing Mr. D. Eugene Brittle, 205 Railroad Avenue, Wakefield VA 23888 to the Sussex County Industrial Development Authority Board of Directors, term expiring May 15, 2011; (7) Resolution reappointing Mr. Martin F. Harrell, 28599 Grizzard Road, Emporia VA 23847 to Sussex County Industrial Development Board of Directors, term expiring, May 15, 2011; (8) Resolution reappointing 
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Mrs. Brenda Burgess to the District 19 Community Services Board of Directors, term expiring June 30, 2010; (8) Recognition of Sussex Central High School Graduating Seniors with 3.0 grade point averages; (9) Recognition of Miss Whitney Petticolas and Miss LeKendra Chatman, graduating seniors honored by Petersburg Chapter of the Delta Signa Theta Sorority.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

STANDING REPORTS
Health Department 
County Administrator Jones informed the Board of Dr. Michael Royster’s resignation as Director of Crater Health District. Dr. Royster will become the Director of Minority Health and Public Health Policy, effective May 25, 2007. 
Highways, Streets & Roads

Mr. William Richardson, Assistant Residency Administrator addressed the Board. He advised that paving has been done on Route 636 (Anderson Road).

He requested that the Board adopt two resolutions (1) Watch For Children signs on Route 664 (Faison Road); and (2) Request to post and publish the Board’s intent to abandon a section of Route 736 (Mangum Lane).

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS and carried: RESOLVED that Section 33.1-1210.1 of the Code of Virginia, concerns installation and maintenance of signs alerting motorists that children may be at play nearby; and
WHEREAS, citizens residing on Route 664 (Faison Road) in Sussex County have requested “Watch For Children” signs.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors requests that “Watch For Children” signs be erected on Route 664 (Faison Road) in Sussex County. Funding for the installation of these signs shall be out of the Secondary System Construction allocation for Sussex County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Residency Administrator of the Waverly Office of the Virginia Department of Transportation.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none
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ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that it appears to this Board that secondary Route 736 (Mangum Lane) from 0.09 miles north of Route 667 (Moore’s Lane) to 0.14 miles north of Route 667 (Moore’s Lane) a distance of 0.05 miles, serves no public necessity and is no longer necessary as a part of the Secondary System of State Highways.  This same section was discontinued as a State Highway under Section 33.1-150 by resolution of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors, dated January 20, 1983.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is directed to post and publish notice of the Board’s intent to abandon the aforesaid section of Route 736 (Mangum Lane), pursuant to Section 33.1-151 of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Transportation.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

County Administrator’s Report

IPR Program Progress Report
County Administrator Jones stated that included in the Board Packet is a copy of the contract between the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development and Sussex County for the Indoor Plumbing Rehabilitation Program; Sussex County’s RFP; and the proposal submitted by the selected vendor.

The Program Administrator will be the Southeastern Tidewater Opportunity Project, (STOP), Incorporated. STOP was selected after the required advertisement for services. STOP has administered the Indoor Plumbing/Rehab Program for over ten years. The Agency operated the program for Isle of Wight, Suffolk, and Southampton.  Staff recommends approval of the contract between STOP and Sussex County.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes staff to contract with Southeastern Tidewater Opportunity Project, Incorporated to administer the Indoor Plumbing/Rehab program for Sussex County.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Sussex Gardens – Request For Sewer Extension

County Administrator Jones stated that included in the Board Packet is a copy of the following:
Page 4:

Minutes of the May 17, 2007 regular meeting of the Sussex County



Board of Supervisors

1. Memorandum from Mr. Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning – Calvin Moore –Request for sewer extension.

2. Letter from Mr. Moses Clements, Director of Engineering, Greensville Water and Sewer Authority with cost estimates for the sewer extension.  (The cost estimate is $27,050.00).
County Administrator Jones advised that the attached map with Mr. Clements’ letter, the sewer line extension is shown in yellow. The project area is outlined in red. Mr. Calvin Moore is located at 23240 Moore’s Lane. Mr. Moore is not included the Sussex Gardens/301 Project. Therefore Mr. Moore’s location is not a grant eligible location.  Mr. Calvin Moore has indicated he has a failing system. Mr. Moore indicated that he does maintain (clean out) it on a regular basis. The problems are particularly bad when it rains. Funds are not included in the project to extend the line to this location. 


Chairman Tyler recommended that this request be tabled until the June 20, 2007 meeting.

Radio System Communications

County Administrator Jones stated included in the Board packet are copies of two reports from Mace, Incorporated. Mace, Incorporated is the vendor responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the County’s radio system. The first letter outlines concerns with the various segments of the system including poor portable (hand held) radio communications in the Wakefield area; microwave paths from Waverly to Sussex Courthouse and Jarratt to Sussex Courthouse and replacement of lightning damaged equipment on the Courthouse tower. Mace has also included several solutions to improve the reliability to the communications system in order of importance. The second letter is the Quarterly “State of the System” report.

Dominion VA Power Transmission Line

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that Dominion VA Power has filed an application before the State Corporation Commission of Virginia to build a Carson-Suffolk-Thrasher500 kV and 230 kV Transmission Lines that will cross Sussex County. The application was filed May 4, 2007. Included in the Board packet is a copy of the summary of the filing petition and maps that show the lines crossing Sussex County. The entire application consists of three volumes. Volume 1 contains the Application, the Appendix that includes information responsive to the “Guidelines of Minimum Requirements for Transmission Line Application,” a DEQ Supplement and Direct Testimony and Exhibits. Volume 2 contains an Environmental Assessment, and Volume 3 contains the Appendices to the Environmental Assessment.  A representative from Dominion can be requested to appear before the Board. 
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EEE Consulting Contract Renewal

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet is the Annual Scope of Services and Budget Estimate for Year 2007 Environmental Services from EEE Consulting, Inc. The scope of work applies to semi-annual groundwater assessment monitoring, quarterly landfill decompositional gas monitoring, and docu-mentation and reporting requirements, extending from March 1, 2007 to April 1, 2008. The Total Cost Estimate (Baseline Services) is $66,335.00 and Contingency Services is $15,725.00.

  ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of the Contract Renewal with EEE Consulting for the semiannual groundwater assessment monitoring, quarterly landfill decompositional gas monitoring and documentation and reporting requirements, extending from March 1, 2007 to April 1, 2008, in the amount of $66,335.00 for baseline services.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Surplus Property
County Administrator Jones advised that included in the Board packet is correspondence from Robert Minish of Kerr Lake Volunteer Fire Department requesting consideration for two (2) pumper units that Sussex County is currently planning on disposing of. The Kerry Lake volunteer Fire Department was incorporated on March 12, 2007 and currently consists of 19 members, with new members being recruited regularly. They have a need for a wide variety of equipment and gear and any donated or loaned equipment will reduce their deficit.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of donating two surplus pumper units to Kerr Lake Volunteer Fire Department, 400 Mabry Mill Road, Henderson North Carolina..

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

Treasurer’s Report

As reported by Mr. Onnie Woodruff, Sussex County Treasurer, the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County is $14,649,239.66.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the May 17, 2007 Board packet).
Commissioner of the Revenue Report – no report
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Sheriff’s Department

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that Sheriff Kitchen has requested that the items listed on the agenda (Sussex County Jail Air Conditioning issue and Wakefield Police Service Agreement) be tabled until the June 21, 2007 meeting.

Superintendent of Schools – no report
Director of Social Services – absent
Director of Finance Jerry L. Whitaker advised the Board that included in the packet of information given to the Board regarding the Fiscal Year 2007/2008 budget for Sussex County Department of Social Services.  He recommended that the Board adopt a resolution to appropriate the increase in federal and state funding. 
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR COLLINS and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves of increasing the state and federal appropriation for fiscal year 2007-2008 Sussex County Department of Social Services from $1,579,241 to $1,719,453.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

County Attorney – no report
CITIZENS’ COMMENT
Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department

Mr. Justin Adams, Chief of the Volunteer Fire Department addressed the Board regarding funding from the County that allegedly has not been received by the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department.  Several members of the department were also in attendance.  Former Chief Mr. Artie Elliott also gave brief comments.
Chairman Tyler requested that the County Administrator prepare a response to the Jarratt Volunteer Fire Department.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Fiscal Year 2008 Budget

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR FLY, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED the Sussex County Board of Supervisors appropriates $39,373,937 to fund the Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget that was adopted on April 26, 2007 with the following modifications: (1) Reduce by $42,741, the Zoning Department’s budget (new 
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position request was not funded); (2) Reduce by $58,000, the Crater Health District contribution (new position was not funded); (3) Reduce by $2,500, the Tri-City Literacy Council contribution; and (4) Increase by $103,241 in transfer to reserve for capital projects.
Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: Supervisor Fly

Anna Pulliam Property
Deputy County Administrator advised the Board that on Friday, May 4, 2007, a field inspection was made to investigate the complaint registered by Ms. Pulliam who resides at 15232 Blue Star Highway.  County and state staff including Ms. Jacqueline Brown, Deputy County Administrator, Mr. Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning, Mr. Stanley Skinner, Building Official,  Mr. Charles Leonard from the Health Department and Mr. Billy Houchins from VDOT visited the property.  

FINDINGS

Background

The Pulliam’s property adjoins a 27.91 acre parcel (tax map no. 86-A-14) owned by Mr. Fred Helfrich.  Mr. Helfrich resides in Emporia and has operated an automobile salvage business (known as Fred’s Auto Parts) at 15346 Blue Star Highway (tax map no. 86-A-20) for over 20 years.  Mr. Helfrich’s site adjoining the Pulliams has been used as an overflow storage lot for inoperable vehicles.  Over the years, Mr. Helfrich has received licensure from the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) as a salvage dealer, vehicle removal operator, a demolisher and a re-builder. Mr. Helfrich’s licenses issued by DMV are renewable every three (3) years.  DMV requests the County to complete a local certificate of zoning compliance prior to their issuance of any licenses to Mr. Helfrich.  Mr. Helfrich’s automobile salvage business has been certified over the years as a legal non-conforming use as his business was in operation prior to the County’s adoption of a Zoning Ordinance in 1989.  Mr. Helfrich’s licenses from DMV are currently up for renewal and he has requested the required certificate of zoning compliance from the County.   Staff has been made aware that Mr. Helfrich attempts to cleanup his properties when his licenses are up for renewal and that they become eyesore during the 3-year period following the renewal of his licenses by DMV.  

Mr. Helfrich has recently cleared off a portion of the 27.91 acre parcel adjoining the Pulliams and has begun to store automobiles.  The area in question fronts along U.S. Route 301.  Mr. Helfrich is in the process of erecting a fence around the planned storage area in an attempt to screen the automobiles from public view.  A section of the fence has already been erected along the side line adjoining the Pulliam’s.  Mr. Helfrich has stated that the fence will be extended across the front of the property to screen the vehicles from view along U.S. Route 301 and I-95.   
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Mr. Helfrich’s main operation is located on a 4.16 acre parcel (tax map 86-A-20) just south of his site which adjoins the Pulliams. The vehicles stored at his business located at 15346 Blue Star Highway are visible from both U.S. Route 301 and I-95.  A fence that was erected around the site has fallen down since his last renewal by DMV thereby exposing the inoperable vehicles to public view. 

Complaint/Concern

Ms. Pulliam has alleged that oil/gasoline is leaking from the vehicles stored on Mr. Helfrich property, getting into the groundwater table and consequently contaminating her well water.   Mr. Charles Leonard from the Health Department visited the property and could not make a determination in this matter as Ms. Pulliam had a truck and several vehicles parked in the rear of her property in the vicinity of the well in question.  Mr. Leonard stated that the Health Department could not inspect or test the well water without receipt of a letter from a physician of the Pulliam’s stating that she or a family member has been diagnosed with a medical illness/condition caused by contaminated drinking water.   

RECOMMENDATION

After discussion with staff the following recommendations are presented: 

1. Mr. Helfrich should be made to screen all inoperable vehicles and other junk located on both sites along U.S. Route 301 from public view with a solid board fence prior to the County’s issuance of a certificate of zoning compliance. His fences must also be properly maintained.  

2. The County should begin discussions to implement a local business license in Sussex County to assure annual local review and inspection of businesses located throughout the County.  Local business licenses can be an effective monitoring and enforcement tool because they can be revoked for non-compliance.  

3. The County should immediately move to prepare and adopt an automobile graveyard/junk yard ordinance that includes a requirement that all existing nonconforming automobile graveyards/junkyards be screened from public view by either a uniformly painted/stained solid board fence, a masonry wall or an evergreen hedge at least six (6) feet in height.  The ordinance shall also require aerial photographs be provided at the expense of the landowner so boundaries can be established to limit the expansion of so called “grandfathered” (non-conforming) automobile graveyards/junkyards.   
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR COLLINS, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby accepts staff’s recommendations of the following: 
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(1) Require that Mr. Fred Helfrich (owner of property identified as tax map no. 86-A-14), to screen all inoperable vehicles and other junk located on both sites along U.S. Route 301 from public view with a solid board fence prior to the County’s issuance of a certificate of zoning compliance. His fences must also be properly maintained. 

(2)  The County begin discussions to implement a local business license in Sussex County to assure annual local review and inspection of businesses located throughout the County.  Local business licenses can be an effective monitoring and enforcement tool because they can be revoked for non-compliance.  

(3) The County immediately move to prepare and adopt an automobile graveyard/ junk yard ordinance that includes a requirement that all existing nonconforming automobile graveyards/junkyards be screened from public view by either a uniformly painted/stained solid board fence, a masonry wall or an evergreen hedge at least six (6) feet in height.  The ordinance shall also require aerial photographs be provided at the expense of the landowner so boundaries can be established to limit the expansion of so called “grandfathered” (non-conforming) automobile graveyards/junkyards.   

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

ADJOURNMENT
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR JONES and carried: RESOLVED that the May 17, 2007 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adjourned.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Collins, Fly, Harrell, Jones, Tyler

Voting nay: none

