At a Public Hearing of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors
Held in the General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

June 19, 2008 – 7:00 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



T. Wayne Birdsong


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly



Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.
STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning

Carolyn Stith-Myler, Assistant to Director of Planning

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER

The June 19, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Vice Chairman Fly.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Public Hearing agenda of the June 19, 2008 Sussex County Board of Supervisors is approved as presented.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker 

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

PUBLIC HEARING

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby enters public hearing to consider Ordinance Amendment #2008-02, Chapter 13, Section 2-30-2: An ordinance is proposed to amend Section 2-30-2 of the Subdivision Ordinance to allow, as an exception to the regulations, the division of agriculturally zoned land into lots of ten (10) or more acres in size.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker 

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Ordinance Amendment #2008-02, Chapter 13, Section 2-30-2

The staff report was presented by Mrs. Carolyn Stith-Myler, Assistant to the Director of Planning. She reported that an ordinance is proposed to amend Section 2-30-2 of the Subdivision Ordinance to allow, as an exception to the regulations, the division of agriculturally zoned land into lots of ten (10) acres or more in size without the need for the property to be rezoned to a residential zoning classification.

Staff has received several petitions and written request from landowners in the County to amend the provisions of the Subdivision Ordinance to allow the division of rezoned land into large acreage lots without the need of the property to be rezoned to a residential classification.

The Subdivision Ordinance was amended by the Board of Supervisors on November 15, 2007 to require that all subdivisions (or divisions or land) for residential use must have a residential zoning classification.

However, several exemptions were allowed to this newly adopted subdivision regulation. For instance, agriculturally zoned property can be divided without rezoning to a residential classification when the division is for the sale or transfer of land by court order is exempt from the rezoning requirement.

The rationale for adoption of the new ordinance to require a rezoning from agriculture to residential was to provide the County with a tool to more effectively manage residential growth. As a growth management tool, it is anticipated that the adopted amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance will serve to:

· Reduce the existing pattern of scattered residential development found throughout the County by guiding new subdivisions into areas of the County designated in the Comprehensive Plan for future residential development. These designated residential growth areas are located in portions of the County where public utilities (water and sewer) are available to support such development and in areas adjacent to the four (4) incorporated towns.

· Reduce the strip pattern of road frontage residential lots along the County’s primary and secondary roads.

· Maintain the rural character of the County by preventing the premature conversion of the County’s agricultural land for residential use and by preserving open space.

The amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance also allows the County to accept cash proffers from developers. Currently, the Code of Virginia only allows for cash proffers to be offered and accepted when land is being rezoned to a residential zoning classification.

The petitioners of the request feel that the County’s new Subdivision Ordinance regulations place an undue hardship on them and other landowners with property zoned agricultural who desire to divide their property for the sale of only a few large acreage lots and who do not desire to create a traditional residential subdivision with a multitude of smaller size lots.

Upon review of some of the subdivision regulations of surrounding localities, staff has found the following:

· The County of Brunswick has an exemption allowing land zoned agricultural to be divided into lots of ten (10) acres or more in size without the need for a change in zoning classification from agricultural to residential.

· The County of Dinwiddie allows the division of agriculturally zoned property into two, 3 acre lots and then the remaining land into lots of 20 acres or more in size without a rezoning to residential.

· The County of Prince George permits the division of agriculturally zoned land into lots of five (5) acres or more in size with no limit on the total number of five (5) acre lots created.

RECOMMENDATION - DENIAL

A public hearing to consider Ordinance Amendment (OA) #2008-02 was held by the Planning Commission on May 5, 2008. Following the public hearing the Commission voted unanimously (6-0) to deny the approval of OA #2008-02. The Planning Commission recommended denial of the request for the following reasons:

1. The County’s new Subdivision Ordinance regulations recently became effective on January 1, 2008. Therefore, passing of the proposed amendment would serve to compromise the spirit and intent of the new regulations as a growth management tool.

2. The proposed amendment would not benefit the entire community. Only the large landowners in the County would be exempt from the zoning requirement of the Subdivision Ordinance. Consequently, the large landowners would not be subject to the County’s cash proffer policy and the segment of the population with the most means to pay the proffers would be exempt from payment while the segment of the population with the least means would have to pay.

An ordinance has been drafted for your consideration that would allow, as an exemption, the division of agriculturally zoned property into lots of ten (10) or more acres in size without the need for a zoning change to a residential classification. Also, the number of 10 acre lots that would be allowed under the proposed ordinance would be limited to no more than five (5) lots per tract or parcel of land.
The attached ordinance amendment has been properly advertised and no objections or public opposition have been received to date.

The request has been forwarded to the Board of Supervisors from the Planning Commission with a recommendation for denial.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Comments were heard from:  Mr. Thomas Rose, (Attorney) Stony Creek District, spoke in favor of the Ordinance.
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby returns to regular session.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker 

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARING ITEM

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby denies Ordinance Amendment #2008-02, Chapter 13, Section 2-30-2 of the Subdivision Ordinance to allow, as an exception to the regulations, the division of agriculturally zoned land into lots of ten (10) or more acres in size.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker 

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

ADJOURNMENT
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the June 19, 2008 public hearing meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby adjourned.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker 

Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

At a Regular Meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors,

Held in the General District Courtroom, Sussex Judicial Center

June 19, 2008 – 7:30 p.m.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT



T. Wayne Birdsong


Charlie E. Caple, Jr.



C. Eric Fly



Wayne M. Harrell



Harris L. Parker


Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

BOARD MEMBER ABSENT



Rufus E. Tyler, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT
Mary E. Jones, County Administrator

Henry A. Thompson, Sr., County Attorney

Jerry L. Whitaker, Director of Finance

Andre M. Greene, Director of Planning

Carolyn Stith-Myler, Assistant to Director of Planning

Deborah A. Davis, Assistant to County Administrator

CALL TO ORDER


The June 19, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Vice Chairman Fly; the Invocation was offered by Supervisor Caple; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the regular agenda of the June 19, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved, subject to the following amendments: (1) Under Unfinished Business, add Animal Shelter as Item B; (2) Under Consent Agenda remove Item d1, Local Aid to Commonwealth Resolution; remove Item d2, Transportation Resolution and remove Item e, Appointment to Social Services Board; (3) Under County Administrator’s Report, add Local Aid To Commonwealth Resolution as Item 8; add Transportation Resolution as Item 9; add Appointment to Social Services Board as Item 10 and add Item 11, End of Fiscal Year Report.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the consent agenda of the June 19, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby approved inclusive of the following: (1) Minutes of the May 15, 2008 and June 5, 2008 meetings; (2) Appropriations – $6,253.45 Reimbursement to Sussex County VA for Repairs to Animal Control Facility associated with damages by Michael Vick’s pit bull dogs; (3) Warrants and Vouchers in the amount of $305,565.15; (4) Payroll Deduction Checks in the amount of $131,869.01.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Mr. Charles Leonard, Regional Sanitarian, Crater Health District addressed the Board. He explained the need for the fee increase for sewage disposal and private well applications.  The new fees will increase on July 1, 2008 and are intended to more closely reflect the cost to the Commonwealth for processing applications. 
Application fees will not be charged for repair to a failing sewage disposal system or to replace a private well.  In addition, fees will be waived of applicants whose family income falls below the Federal Poverty Guidelines; however proof of income is required.

Schedule of VDH Sewage & Private Well Application Fees Effective July 1, 2008

	Application Type
	Fee

	Bare application – Onsite Sewage Construction Permit 
	355.00

	Bare application Certification Letter (Onsite Sewage)
	300.00

	AOSE Construction Permit or Certification Letter, System ≤ 1,000 gpd
	200.00

	Construction Permit or Certification Letter, System >1,000 gpd
	1,075.00

	Private Well Construction Permit
	205.00

	Bare Application Onsite Sewage & Private Well Construction Permit 
	560.00

	AOSE Construction Permit & Well, System ≤ 1,000 gpd
	405.00

	Construction Permit, System > 1,000 gpd & Well
	1,280.00


HIGHWAYS, STREETS & ROADS

Mr. William Richardson, Assistant Residency Administrator, Waverly Residency, Virginia Department of Transportation reported that paving is being done on Interstate 95 south to State Route 645.

The second round of grass cutting has begun and work will begin on Spiers Road (a rural rustic road project) on July 1st.
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Cheroenhaka Nottoway Indian Tribal Heritage Foundation, Inc.
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the late agenda packet is correspondence from Mr. Walter D. Brown, Chairman of the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribal Heritage Foundation, Inc.  
They will be celebrating their 7th Annual Cheroenhaka (Indian) Tribe Powwow on July 26th and 27th on the Southampton County Fairgrounds in Courtland, Virginia.   The proceeds generated will help them to acquire tribal land on which to build a Tribal Cultural Center and Museum. They also plan to build an Interactive Native American Indian Village – Cattashowrock Town.  The Tribe requests that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors support this event by purchasing an ad in this year’s Tribal Journal, Issue V of the Waskehee.
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR PARKER and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves and appropriates $75.00 to purchase a half page black and white advertisement in the Cheroenhaka Nottoway Indian Tribal Journal.

Voting aye: Supervisors Caple, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: Supervisors Birdsong, Fly

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Adoption of Fiscal Year 2009 Budget/Laying of the Levy
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts and appropriates Fiscal Year 2009 Budget in the amount of thirty-nine million, three hundred forty-four thousand, three hundred, fifty-four dollars ($39,344,354.00), effective July 1, 2008.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Levy for Fiscal Year 2009 was properly advertised for public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Sussex County Board of Supervisors held its public hearing on Thursday, June 5, 2008, at 7:30 p.m..
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sussex hereby adopts the Sussex County Levy for Fiscal Year 2009 as follows:

Public Service @ R. E. 
$0.54/$100

P. P.


$4.85/$100

Real Estate


$0.54/$100

Mobile Home

$0.54/$100

Machinery & tools

$4.85/$100

Merchants Capital
$1.00/$100

Personal Property

$4.85/$100

Fire & Rescue

$2.43/$100

Personal Property Tax Relief 55%

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Vehicle Acquisition Policy
Work session scheduled for June 26, 2008 for further review.
2008-2010 Biennium Aid to Localities Reduction

County Administrator Jones advised that included in the Board’s packet is the revised draft of the Aid to Local Governments Reductions issued by the Commonwealth’s Department of Planning and Budget as authorized in the 2008 Appropriation Act. The $50 million per year statewide reduction for counties did not change. According to a memorandum sent by Dean Lynch, VACo, and information supplied by the Department of Planning and Budget, the salaries for the constitutional officers were removed from the “base” of eligible reductions. This revision changes the percentage reduction applied to the base from 3.94% in Fiscal Year 2009 and 3.89% in Fiscal Year 2010 to 4.17% and 4.12% respectively.

The total amount of the reduction for Sussex County for fiscal year 2009 at this time is $102,462. And for fiscal year 2010, the amount is $102,465. This reduction was anticipated during the preparation of the fiscal year 2009 budget. Earlier estimates had placed the figure at $112,000.  The final figure may also change which will be released in August.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR CAPLE and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors recognizes that the General Assembly chose to respond to shrinking revenue growth by shifting to local governments the responsibility for reducing the $100 million of core services; and
WHEREAS, the Governor signed into law this $100 million appropriation reduction for local governments in the 2008-2010 biennium without identifying the programs to be reduced; and

WHEREAS, these reductions are in addition to those made by the General Assembly and approved by the Governor affecting law enforcement, elementary and secondary education, profits from the Alcoholic Beverage Control Enterprise Fund and distributions of wine liter tax collections, constitutional offices, the upgrade of wastewater treatment facilities in conformance with water quality standards and goals, and farmland preservation to name but a few, and
WHEREAS, the $100 million reduction will likely be carried forward into future biennia forcing city and county governments to choose between raising taxes or reducing services; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors  hereby supports the recording of this intergovernmental revenue reduction from the Commonwealth as Local Aid to the Commonwealth; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this recording on all financial records shall be shared with the delegation, the Governor and local news media so that citizens understand the decisions made by this governing body in response to the Commonwealth’s choice to delegate their constitutional obligation to local governments.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Erosion and Sediment Control Program
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their packet is a copy of the latest review by the Department of Conservation and Recreation which contains the review comments and the staff’s recommendation of a finding of consistency with the State program for Sussex County. 

This recommendation and report will be made at the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board on July 17, 2008. Mr. Thomas Davin has been employed to enforce the erosion and sediment control program and bio-solids program for Sussex County. Mr. Davin and the County Administrator will attend the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board’s meeting on July 17th.

County Administrator Jones also advised that enclosed is a copy of the amendments to the Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance as required by the State for inclusion in the County’s Ordinance. 

Staff requests that the Board authorize a public hearing for Thursday, July 17, 2008, 7:00 p.m., to consider these amendments.  (A copy of the aforementioned correspondence and proposed ordinance are retained in the June 19, 2008 Board packet).

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes staff to advertise a public hearing to consider an amendment to the Sussex County Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the public hearing be held on Thursday, July 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Soil Survey

County Administrator Jones advised that Ms. Stacey Bradshaw, Natural Resources Conservation Service delivered copies of the Soil Survey of Sussex County, Virginia to the County on Wednesday, June 11, 2008. The County currently has manual and electronic copies of the Soil Survey of Sussex County.
This item is listed on the agenda as an informational item to let the public know that copies of the soil survey are in the County and can be viewed in the Department of Planning office. The soil survey is also available on the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s web site, www.va.nrcs.usda.gov. Staff will also research establishing a link or posting the soil survey on the County’s web site.

Staff also would like to thank Mr. E. Carter Nettles for his persistence in seeing that the County received the product (manual and electronic) as promised.

Personnel Policies
County Administrator Jones advised that the revised Personnel Policies have not been adopted by the Board of Supervisors. Staff recommends adoption and revisions can be made later. Mr. Henry A. Thompson, County Attorney has reviewed the proposed policies prepared by Springsted and made revisions. 
A work session was scheduled for June 26, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. to review personnel policies.

VACo Transportation Resolution
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their late agenda packet is information regarding the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Six Year Improvement Program and Governor Kaine’s announcement regarding statewide and regional transportation funding plans.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors  agrees that an efficient transportation network is crucial to sustainable economic growth in the Commonwealth, a cleaner environment and enhanced public safety and quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth faces a documented transportation funding shortfall including a recurring and inflating road maintenance funding shortfall resulting in the Commonwealth Transportation Board eliminating and reducing programmed project spending totaling $1.1 billion in the new six year transportation program; and

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of Transportation is transferring almost $400 million in Fiscal Year 2008 from road construction funds to support road maintenance activities; and

WHEREAS, the eliminated and stalled project monies include primary, urban and secondary construction funding reductions to regions and localities of up to 44% for Fiscal Year 2009; and

WHEREAS, funding for new highway and bridge construction is diminished as the annual road maintenance shortfall continues to escalate and the estimate to repair the Commonwealth’s 1,700 deficient bridges totals more than $3 billion; and

WHEREAS, regions of economic importance to the Commonwealth, including Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia, confront major transportation funding challenges in addition to those shared by all other areas of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, transferring state general funds to transportation neither adequately supports documented and recurring transportation infrastructure investment public education, health care, mental health and retardation, and public safety; and

WHEREAS, Virginia has the nation’s seventh lowest motor vehicle sales tax rate and the Commonwealth last enacted dedicated, new significant and recurring annual statewide revenues for transportation in 1986, including the last increase in Virginia’s modestly low gas tax rate of 17.5 cents per gallon; and

WHEREAS, since 2006, the Commonwealth has enacted significant reforms to improve the coordination between transportation and local land use planning;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Sussex hereby calls on the Governor of Virginia and the Virginia General Assembly during the forthcoming transportation special session to enact a significant transportation funding package to include dedicated, new significant and recurring annual revenues to address the Commonwealth’s documented transportation infrastructure needs; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor of Virginia and the Virginia General Assembly are urged to enact dedicated, new significant and recurring annual revenues to eliminate the road maintenance shortfall; increase funding directed to interstate and primary highways, urban and secondary roads and transit projects, guard against the transfer of general funds to transportation; and address the unique transportation needs of the specific regions of the Commonwealth including initially Hampton Roads and Northern Virginia. 

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Appointment to Social Services Board
County Administrator Jones advised the Board of Supervisors that the terms of two members of the Sussex Social Services Board will expire on June 30, 2008 -  Mrs. Delores J. Spain, is eligible for reappointment and Mrs. Roslyn C. Tyler is not eligible.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG, seconded by SUPERVISOR HARRELL and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby reappoints Mrs. Delores J. Spain, 13469 Jerusalem Plank Road, Waverly VA 23890 to the Sussex Social Services Board, for a term of four (4) years, expiring June 30, 2012.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

The appointment of a new member to replace Mrs. Roslyn C. Tyler will be tabled until the July 17, 2008 Board meeting.
End of the year Appropriations
County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in their Board packet (for their review) is information regarding end of the year appropriations.  Staff requests that the Board be prepared to approve the appropriations at the July 17, 2008 meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As reported by Mr. Onnie L. Woodruff, Treasurer of Sussex County, the statement of money in the banks to the credit of Sussex County as shown by the Treasurer’s Books at the close of business May 3, 2008 was $23,415,642.20.  (A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is retained in the June 19, 2008 Board packet).
COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE   - no report

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – no report

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Dr. Charles H. Harris, III, Superintendent of Schools thanked the Board for approving the budget so that the School Board may continue to operate efficiently.
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES – no report

COUNTY ATTORNEY – no report

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS
Wakefield District – none

Blackwater District – comments were heard from:

· Ms. Lou Savedge requested that the Board approve funds to pay attorney to represent the County in its fight against the Outlying Landing Field; also suggested that the County improve and update its website.

Courthouse District – comments were heard from:

· Mr. Keith Blowe advised that whatever decision is made regarding school construction (building one or two elementary schools), some consideration of additional emergency shelters should be given. 

Stony Creek District – comments were heard from:

· Mr. Glover W. Pegram stated that citizens need to be educated as to what is going in our community.

· Mrs. Ora Briggs asked what had changed in the budget that was previously discussed at the public hearing on June 5, 2008 and the budget adopted tonight.  She suggested a work session be scheduled for the School Board and Board of Supervisors and allow citizens to listen to the dialogue.
· Mr. Will Massenburg stated that $30 million is needed to build two elementary schools.

Henry District

· Mr. Eddie Morris (member of School Board) suggested a referendum to allow citizens to vote on the construction of one school or two schools. He prefers the two school option.

Waverly District – none
The Board of Supervisors, by general consensus, asked County Attorney Thompson to research the possibility of a referendum with regard to the construction of building one school or two elementary schools.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Chowan River Basin Study

County Administrator Jones advised the Board that included in the Board packet is  correspondence sent to the localities in the Virginia Chowan River Basin regarding a study by the Corps of Engineers. The letter dated May 29, 2008 was sent to the Chairmen of the various County Boards. The letter includes a Cost Sharing Agreement for Planning Assistance between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the City of Franklin. The local cost is $45,000. The City of Franklin is requesting assistance in this cost. Over the past two years since all the localities have been meeting, the commitment has been to request this study and to participate in the local share of the cost. This is the first time that actual dollars have been presented. If all seven localities participated, the pro rata cost for Sussex County would be $6,500.

Staff recommends approval of this request.

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR PARKER, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby approves and appropriates $6,500.00 as payment for Sussex’s share of the cost for the Chowan River Basin Study; and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is hereby authorized to sign the Agreement by Seven Localities In The Chowan River Basin.
Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

Animal Shelter
Supervisor Birdsong advised that most localities have some type of volunteer program for their animal shelter and animal control program. He explained that Sussex does not have an adoption program; operating hours posted on our facility are erroneous.

Vice Chairman Fly asked County Attorney to research volunteer programs for the animal shelter and related programs and report at the July 17, 2008 meeting.

Outlying Landing Field
County Administrator Jones reported that on June 10, 2008, the Counties of Surry, Sussex, Southampton, Greensville and Isle of Wight met at the Airfield 4-H Center in Wakefield.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss strategic planning regarding continuing opposition of the OLF.

CLOSED SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby enters Closed Session, applicable Virginia Code Sections 2.2-3711(A) (1), Personnel Matters and 2.2-3711(A)(7), Legal Matters.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION

ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR CAPLE seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Sussex County Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sussex County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolutions applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Sussex County Board of Supervisors.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

RECESS
ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR HARRELL, seconded by SUPERVISOR BIRDSONG and carried: RESOLVED that the June 19, 2008 meeting of the Sussex County Board of Supervisors is herby recessed until 6:00 p.m., Thursday, June 26, 2008, in the Waverly Office.

Voting aye: Supervisors Birdsong, Caple, Fly, Harrell, Parker
Voting nay: none

Absent: Supervisor Tyler

